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A Memoir of the Rev. Joseph 
Bealey. 


The Rev. Joserpu BEALEyY was 
the third son of Mr. Joseph and 
Mrs. Ann Bealey, of Radcliffe, 
near Bury, in Lancashire: and 
was born there December 1}th, 
1756. Both his parents were 
persons of singular piety and good- 
ness. 

Of the piety and devotion of 
his futher, the writer of this arti. 
cle has heard much.—He had the 
melancholy pleasure of a short in- 
terview with the good old man, a 
few days before he was removed 
from our world, Supported: in his 
bed, oppressed with . years and 
infirmities, yet cheerful and hap. 
py, he conveyed to the writer’s 
mind, a strong and lively idea of 
the venerable Jacob, in dying 
circumstances, breathing out this 
pious ejaculation to his God, * | 
am waiting, for thy salvation, O 
Lord.”’ 

From such parents, he received 
what is of infinitely greater value, 
than the largest fortune or estate, 
a truly religious and Christiah 
education. His disposition from 
his earliest years, was serious, 
benevolent, and pious, and he 
very soon in life made choice of 
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the Christian ministry, as his fa« 
ture profession, It was the object 
of his strongest inclination, and 
he exerted all his energies, and 
the excellent natural abilities, 
with which Providence had. en- 
dowed him, to become qualified 
lor performing its duties with cree 
dit and usefulness. 

[le received his classical edu- 
cauion, under the Rev. R. Smal. 
icy, of Darwin, near Blackburn: 
a gentleman, for whom. he ever 


retained the highest respeet and: 


reverence, and who, if. we may 
judge from the acquirements, of 


his pupil, was a scholar of no ine) 


ferior class. When he left Mr 
Smalley, he entered upon his 
academical studies, under the 


eminent Dr. Ashworth, in , the, 


Dissenters’ college at Daventry, in 
Northamptonshire ; but the Dr, 
dying soon after the Commence. 
ment of Mr. Bealey’s course, he 
pursued and completed them un- 
der the Rev. Thos, Robins, 
Whilst at the academy, he de. 
ported himself in every respect, $0 
suitably to bis character as @ CaDe 


didate for the sacred ministry, that, 


he conciliated the esteem and 
fection of his fellow-stadents, and 
of all who knew him, as well as 
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the distinguished regard and 
friendship of his very, amiable and 
excellent tutor, 

On his Jeaving Daventry, he 
first settled with a serious and re. 
spectable society at, Narborough, 
in Leicestershire, as successor to 
the late Rev. Mr. Urwick, of 
Clapham. He remained here but 
a short time, for on the removal 
of the late excellent Dr. Barnes 
to Manchester, he succeeded him 
in Feb. 1781, in the pastoral care 
of the congregation of Protestant 
Dissenters at Cockey. Moor, near 
Bolton, in his native county of 
Lancaster. On the removal of 
Dr. Enfield to Norwich, Mr. 
Bealey accepted an invitation to 
become the minister of the con. 
gregation at Warrington, and re. 
moved thither in May, 1786. In 
this place he was greatly respected 
and beloved, and established a 
high character as a Christian, a 
minister, and a scholar. 

The late godlike philanthropist 
John Howard, Esq. printing his 
valuable works here, Mr. Bealey 
acquired his acquaintance and 
friendship ; he superintended the 
press for the impression of the 
Treatise on Lazarettos; and “was 
presented with this and the Ac- 
count of Prisons, elegantly bound, 
by their benevolent author, ac- 
companied by a declaration of 
high affection and respect. After 
a residence of more than five years 
at Warrington, he returned to his 
former charge at Cockey Moor, 
in September, 1791, and: to the 
benefit of that society his valuable 
labours have ever since been dee 
voted. Perhaps few ministers have 
been more observant than he was, 
of theapostile’s injunction—*“ Take 
heed to thyself and to thy doctrine, 
continue in them, for in doing 
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this, thou shalt both save thyself 
and them that hear thee.’ He 
always maintained a most exem. 
plary conduct and character, and 
was remarkably diligent, in per. 
forming all the duties of his office, 

He always prepared his dis- 
courses with great care, and from 
the stores of his well-furnished 
mind poured into them a rich 
Varigty of just. and important 
thoughts, expressed in plain, man- 
ly, and not inelegant language, 
and arranged in the most natural 


and lucid order. It has often 
been rematked concerning him, 


** Mr. Bealey never-delivers a poor 
sermon.’? As the subjects on 
which he chiefly dwelt inthe pul. 
pit were those in. which mankind 
have the greatest interest; as his 
voice wasremarkably pleasing, and 
his delivery very solemn ; he was 
generally an acceptable preacher 
to candid and: serious Christians 
of all denominations. 

His devotional services were 
singularly excellent: a copious 
and delightful vein of pious senti- 
ments ran through them, express. 
ed in words the most suitable; 
every thing in his manner shewed 
that his whole soul was engaged 
in these sacred exercises, and it 
seemed impossible for any one to 
listen to his devotions without 
partaking. of devotional feelings, 
or being constrained to pray. He 
was *¢ instant in season and, out 
of season;” besides the staied 
services of the Lord’s day, he often 
preached lectures. at. diflerent 
places in the. neighbourhood, on 
week-day evenings, which were 
generally welleatiended, and very 
conducive to the promotion of 
Christian knowledge and holiness, 
within the widely-extended circle: 
of his very scattered congregaien. 
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He took great pains to know 
the real state of his flock, and 
attended with remarkable care to 
every case which required the pe. 
culiar notice of a pastor. 

He frequently and affection- 
ately visited the sick, acting in 
the double capacity, for which he 
was well qualified, of physician 
both to body and mind. He had 
bestowed great pains in the study 
of the healing art, and was often 
consulted by persons. labouring 
under disease, of all ranks and 
conditions around him, The good 
he did in this way was incalcula- 
ble; it is believed he gave to all, 
but certainly to all but the rich, 
both his advice and medicine. For 
many years before his death, he 
appropriated one afternoon in 
every week to the gratuitous vac- 
cination of children, and the num- 
bers that were brought to him on 
these occasions were very great. 
Most liberally and cheerfully did 
he impart to the indigent of the 
substance which God had given 
him ; and ke heartily entered into 
every scheme which had for its 
object the relief of the wretched 
and necessitous, and the instruc. 
tion of the young and ignorant, 


The instruction of the youth of 


his society and the children of the 
poor around him was indeed an 
object of his principal attention. 
Hence, after the pattern of his 
beloved and honoured friend, Dr. 
Barnes, he for several years met 
the young men of the congrega- 
tion, in a large room contiguous 
to the chapel, on a Thursday 
evening, and lectured to, or rather 
conversed with them in regular 
order, on the evidences, the doc- 
trines, and duties, of natural and 
revealed religion, and the means 
of virtuous improvement. Hence 


too he bestowed great pains in 
catechising ; and ever since the 
establishment of a Sunday school 
in his society, he regulatly spent 
about two hours every Lord’s day 
morning, when he was at home, 
before he entered on the public 
labours of the day, inthe school; 
superintending its management ; 
calling up to him each class in its 
turn; teaching, admonishing or 
encouraging, as circumstances 
required. 

After the afternoon service in 
the chapel, he again repaired to 
the school, and closed its exer- 
cises for the day with a short 
prayer, and a few hints of advice 
to the children. It was the great 
concern of his heart to be doing 
good, and his delight when an Op- 
portunity presented itself, 

Though he was a‘ master in Is- 
rael,’ and could edify and delight 
the most judicious and best ine 
formed Christians, he disdained 
not to consult the information and 
improvement of the youngest and 
the meanest understandings. 

Like his Divine Master, he fed 
the lambs and gently supported 
and led the feeble of the flock. 
His genius was solid and good, 
his understanding clear, his judg. 
ment strong, his memory faithful, 
and his learning very considerable 
and various. [is passions, natue 
rally cool, were brought under 
the most exact regulation. His 
diligence, resolution, and perse- 
verance were uncommonly great, 
His heart was remarkably honest; 
his friendship sincere; and his 
tongue under the guidance of wis- 
dom and prudence. An inflexible 
integrity formed the basis of his 
character, and governed and di- 
rected his actions. Hence origi- 
nated that careful, that impartial, 
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that indefatigable, that truly pain. 
ful investigation which led to the 
late change in his theological opi- 
niens; and the ingenuous open 
avowal of the sentiments he had 
adopted, though he expected, as 
indeed he experienced, that this 
avowal would be made at the ex- 
pence of much that was very dear 
to his heurt. 

Until within the last year and 
halt of his lite, Mr. Bealey was 
a zealous Arian, 
of his line of sentiment choose 
rather to culled, a Clarkean. 
Like many other pious Christians 
who have seen little of Unitarians, 
and but imperfectly understand 
their system, he entertained very 
strong prejudices against their 
principles. Hle conceived them 
to be frigid, unfriendly to piety, 
and contrary to the obvious Jan. 
guage of scripture. Towards the 
close of the year 1Si1, he read 
the Rev. Thomas Belsham’s Calm 
Inquiry, then just published, and 
was greatly surprised at the asser- 
tion ofthe author, that the Greek 
word Pivouas is never used in the 
sacred writings to express creation 
outof nothing. THe intimated his 
surprise in a letter to a a minister 
who bad been the companion of 
his early studies and his constant 
friend, who bad now become an 
Unitarian, in the limited sense in 
which, perhaps it is rathcr to be 
recretted, the term is now used, 
fis friend in reply, declared it to 
be his belief that Mr. Belsham’s 
ussertion is well-founded, and ree 
quested Mr, Bealey to point out 
either in the Septuagint, or the 
New ‘lestament, 


or, as persons 


be 


any texts In 
which the word in question has 
clearly the meaning for which he 
contended. This put himupon a 
critical cxamination, tor which, 
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few persons were better qualified 
than himself, of all the passages 
in the Greek scriptures where the 
word occurs, The consequence 
was, he became perfectly satisfied 
that Mr, Belsham is accuratel 
right, and frankly told his friend, 
‘that he now clearly saw, that 
all those passages which he had 
formerly understood to ascribe 
creation to Christ, implied notthe 
natural but the moral creation or 
renovation of the world’? “] 
then (says he,* to state his own 
candid and manly avowal) felt it 
to be my duty to enter into a more 
serious and close examination into 
the grounds of the general system 
which I had long adopted, and 
into the scriptural evidence which 
there is for what is commonly 
called the Unitarian doctrine, with 
respect to the person of Christ; 
against which I ought to be 
ashamed to acknowledge that I 
had hitherto indulged a general 
prejudice, so far as to prevent my 
giving it a fair and full examina- 
tion. After much anxious, and 
[ hope 1 may add, serious and 
faithful application of my _ best 
powers of judgment to the subject, 
I was at length constrained to re- 
nounce the views which I had 
entertained with regard to the per- 
son of Christ, and brought to a 
full conviction that he was in nae 
ture only a man, though eMle 
nently distinguished from all other 
men, both by the unparalleled 
excellency of his character, and 
by the high dignity and importance 
of his office, as well as by the 
extraordinary powers with which 
he was invested ; and firmly be- 


ed 





* Sermon at Cross-Street, Manches. 
ter. [Reviewed in pp. 613 and 035 of 
the present Vol. Ep.} 
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hieving this to be the genuine doc- 
trine of the gospel, I cannot but 
feel it to be my indispensable duty, 
by all fair and honourable means, 
to recommend it to the attention 
of others, and to endeavour to 
promote its diffusion among my 
tellow Christians. A conscious. 
ness of the prejudices which I 
have myself too much indulged, 
though I trust not from any wil. 
fully wrung motives, ought indeed 
to make me exceedingly candid 
towards those who are still subject 
io their unhappy influence; but 
at the same time, I think it ought 
to render me the more earnest 
in my endeavours to persuade 
them to divest themselves of all 
improper prepossessions and to 
examine the scriptures fairly and 
impartially in order to learn from 
thence what are the genuine truths 
of the gospel.” 

By this open avowal of his sen- 
timents and his efforts to promote 
their spread, he knew that he 
should incur the censure of the 


world, the displeasure of some of 


his nearest and dearest relatives, 
the alienation of friendships he 
greatly valued, and perhaps the 

issatisfaction of a very consider. 
able part of his congregation: 
but none of these things moved 
him. Ina manner the farthest 
possible from every thing like 
temporizing, the most undisguise d 
-and dignified, yet always in the 
spirit of meekness, and under the 
guidance of prudence, he shun- 
ned not to declare the whole 
counsel of God, and by the mani- 
festation of what appeared to him 
to be the truth in Jesus, to com. 
mend himself to every man’s con- 
science as in the sight of God. 
His zeal was at once enlightened 
and active. 


To his other numerous Jabours 
on Lord's days, he added » through 
the whole of last winter, Tectures, 
one a fortnight, in the evening, 
on the unity of God,. and the na. 
ture, character, and offices of 
Christ. These lectures which 
were drawn up with the greatest 
care and ability, were attended 
by numerous and attentive audi. 
tories, during the whole course 
of their delivery. He also esta. 
blished other meetings on week- 
day evenings, at his friends’ houses 
in various parts of the neighbour- 
hood, besides those before men. 
tioned, for the purpose of preach. 
ing on the doctrines of the gospel, 
or expounding the scriptures, at 
which he also had generally many 
hearers, The outcry raised a- 
gainst him by the ignorant, the 
bigoted, and the interested, was, 
as he had expected, loud and 
violent; the grossest misrepresen. 
tations were made of the doctrines 
he taught; and some who had 
the best opportunity of knowing 
his sincerity and worth, and bad 
ever discovered a high value for 
his religious services, at once 
broke off all connection with him 
as a minister, and were not over 
cordial with him as a friend. The 
great excellencies of his character, 
however, improved by his Unita- 
rian principles, as some who are 
not by any means friendly to them 
have been heard to acknowledge, 
his ardent elevated piety, his 
warm benevolence, the catholic 
spirit he breathed towards all who 
differed from him, and his constant 
concern and aim to do good, great. 
ly lessened men’s prejudices both 
against himself and his sentiments. 

He had the satisfaction to find 
but very few of his people desert 
his ministry, and that as he hime 
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self stated in the preface to a 
sermon,* published at their request 


and expence, in consequence ‘* of 


hearing with fairness and candour 
what he had to advance in favour 
of the religious opinions which he 
had adopted, as well as reading 
the arguments which have been 
urged in support of the Unitarian 
doctrines by others, no small 
number of those who were at first, 
greatly prejudiced against them 
were brought to embrace them 
from a full conviction that they 
are the genuine doctrines of the 
Christian revelation.” 

Itmay not be improper to add, 
that since the publication of this 
sermon, Unitarianism has made a 
still greater progress in the society 
at Cockey.Moor, indeed it has 
been so generally embraced, that 
with the exception of fewer than 
a dozen individuals, the people 
have been unanimous, since the 
lamented death of their excellent 
pastor, in expressing their deter- 
mination to choose a strictly Uni- 
tarian successor. 

Since the death of Dr. Barnes, 
Mr. Bealey has had the principal 
management of the Widows’ Fund, 
belonging to, as they are com- 
monly called, the Presbyterian 
ministers of Lancashire and Che. 
shire; and from the impulse of 
the warm benevolence of his heart, 
and by his singular aptitude for 
business, he supplied the place 
of his active and energetic pre- 
decessor in conducting its aflairs, 
m a manner that entiticd him, to 
what he certainly possessed, the 
esteem and gratitude of every 
member of the institution. With 





* Christ a Man of Sorrows. [Re- 
viewed pp 613 and 615 of the present 
Vol. Ep.) 
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such diligence and success did 
this wise and skilful, this good and 
faithful servant of Jesus Christ, 
labour in the service of bis great 
Master; and from the general 
State of bis health for the last 
several years, and his standing in 
life, his friends had indulged the 
pleasing hope, that the charch 
and the world would have en. 
joyed the benefit of his example 
and services for a considerable 
time to come. But it pleased an 
all.wise Providence to determine 
otherwise ; and as we had been 
taught by the life of this excellent 
man how the Christian, and 
Christian minister should live, so, 
in his death we “ see how the 
Christian can dic,” though taken 
away in the midst of his days, 
reputation and usefulness. 

As while living he had exhi- 
bited a pattern of becoming zeal 
for the promotion of truth, so he 
displayed its power to support and 
cheer the mind, when dying. Mr. 
Bealey was seized by what was 
pronounced, a nervous fever, about 
Midsummer last. Several times 
during the month of July, bis 
friends thought him better; and 
his nearest relatives had no appre- 
hension of his death, till a little 
more than a week before that 
melancholy event took place. _ 

He died August the Oth, in 
the 57th year of his age. His 
frame of mind was remarkably 
serene and happy through his 
whole illness; the result of an 
entire resignation to the will of 
God, asense of his favour, and 
the hope of a blessed immortality. 
‘** T have no wish,”’ said he, to®@ 
near and beloved relative, “ I have 
no wish separated from the will 
of God; if he please to remove 
me from the world, that is my 








iat 
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destre; if he see it good that I 
should continue longer in life, 
that is my wish.” During the 
whole period of his sickness, whilst 
reason remained, he expressed, 
both to the writer of this, and to 
others, the most thorough con. 
viction of the truth, the impor. 
tance, and the value of the views 
of Christianity he had embraced. 
Speaking to, a respected visiting 
relative, as he afterwards related 
the conversation to the present 
writer, of the apprehensions en- 
tertained by his friends, that the 
exertions he had used to promote 
the spread of the opinions he had 
lately adopted, had been the oc. 
casion of his illness, he said— 
*fso thoroughly, am I satisfied 
that the sentiments I have received 
are God’s truth ; of so much im. 
portance to mankind do I deem 
them ; and so pleased am I in 
reflecting on,what I have done to 
propagate them, that I do most 
solemnly declare, that had I been 
assured at the time I made those 
exertions, that this indisposition 
would be the consequence, I would 
still haye made them.” Speaking 
to his friend who writes this, a 
few days before his death, of, the 
influence of his religious princi- 


ples, he said, ‘* I haye,never been: 


sv truly happyinuny.: lite as daring 
the last halféyear; and never have 
l enjoyed during any former ill- 


ness, the: peace: and joy. 1. have: 


expericneed’through this. I‘have 
proved what Unitarian principles 
will do, and I find them all-pow- 
erful; to-support and ‘console the 
mind under. afffiction, and in the 
prospect of death,’? At another 
time he remarked, ‘* Our system, 
my friend, : is, greatly misunder- 
stood,; persoms. imagine that we 
depead for. acceptance with-God, 





and the happiness of heaven, on 
the merit of our good works : 
No,’’——with peculiar animation of 
voice and manner—* Our dee 
pendance is placed on the frees, 
the unmerited, unpurchased grace 
and mercy of God, declared unto 
the world) by Jesus, Christ. our 
Lord, aad confirmed. by. his death 
and resurrection, :, Here I rest my, 
dependance,, and [.am,syre that, f 
am. safe.” 

As this. truly. excellent person. 
was, greatly, esteemed, honoured 
ang revered while he lived, so, 
his death is lamented by,all who, 
knew him, whose mental, sight,, 
prejudice and. bigotry have not 
blinded to all, true excellence. of 
character, destroying the, best 
sensibilities of the heart. 

‘* The stranger pays the tribute, 
of a good. word, and drops, an 
honest tear; whilst neither words 
nor tears can express the sorrow 
of more intimate acquaintances. 
and friends,” 

The writer, cannot help sub- 
joining to this tribute of respect, 
to the memory. of, his beloved. 
friend, his: own deliberate. wish, 
and fervent. prayer, expressed in 
the words. in which Dr. Bates: 
concludes his account. of Mr, 
Baxter. and his dying behaviour, , 
in his. funeral, sermon for. thas; 
great and good man;, who, like, 
Mr. Bealey, was, aspersed and 
calumniated by, some, and the, 
safety of whose everlasting Con- 
dition they affected. to doubt, on, 
account of his dereliction from: 
some of the dogmas of , pseudo.or- 
thodoxy—* May I live. the re- 
mainder of my life as entirely, to 
the glory of God ashe lived ; and 
when I come to the period of it, 
may I die. in the same. blessed 


peace wherein he died; may,1 bey 
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with him-in the kingdom of light 
and love for ever.”’ 

When such useful and valuable 
minisfers are removed from the 
world, it: is’ consoling to reflect, 
that God ever lives to watch over 
the affairs of his church, and to 
support and guard the interest of 
trath and righteousness ; and that 
he can never be at a loss for means 
and instruments to promote his 
own cause.—Yet let such mourn. 
fal events stimulate the diligence 
of the ministers that yet remain, 
and lead both them and their peo. 
ple to pray the Lord of the har- 
vest, that he would send forth 
other faithful labourers into it, to 
supply the places of those who 
are dismissed to their rest. 

Mr. Bealey married, March 
13th, 1783, Miss Ann Kay, 
daughter of Mr. John Kay, a re. 
spectable clothier, of Bury, Lan- 
cashire, ‘* with whom he lived in 
the most perfect harmony and 
mutual affection, which were un- 
interrupted to the last moment of 
his life; and who survives him 
only by the imitation of his vir. 
tues to prepare for that world 
where they will part no more.*’’ 
By this lady he had many chil- 
dren, four of whom are still alive 
to comfort and bless their mother, 
by acting in a manner worthy 

of their relation to such a father, 
and of the instructions and exam- 
ple they received from him. 

Mr. Bealey was interred in his 
own  chapel.yard, at Cockey. 
Moor, on Friday, the 12th of 
August. A very considerable 
number of his numerous congre. 
gation, of both sexes and of dif- 
ferent ranks and ages, joined the 





* Rev. J. Yates’s Funcral Sermon for 
Barnes 
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funeral procession, and shewed 
by indubitable Signs their sense of 
the loss they have sustained, and 
the deep sorrow they felt. Six 
gentlemen, principal members of 
the society, received the corpse 
on their shoulders at the gates, 
and bore ‘it through the yard, 
which is extensive, to the chapel, 

The service was performed b 
two intimate friends of the deceas- 
ed, the Rev. John Holland, of 
Bolton, and Mr. Allard, of Bury. 

On Sunday the 19th, so large 
a concourse of people assembled 
at the chapel to hear the funeral 
sermon, that soon after the service 
began, there was an alarm given, 
that the galleries were giving way ; 
but the people being prevailed 
upon to go out of the place with. 
out any very violent rush, no se. 
rious injury happened to any one ; 
and Mr, Allard delivered the sere 
mon, from Heb. xiii. 7, in the 
Chapel-yard, to a vast, attentive, 
and deeply affected congregation, 

After the sermon the following 
hymn was sung, slightly altered 
from the original, sung at Bire 
mingham, in the year 1769, after 
Dr. Ashworth’s funeral sermon for 
Mr. Clark. 


While deep distress mvades each heart, 
And sorrow gushes from our eyes, 
Great God, thy powerful aid impart, 
Teach us thy ways are good and wise. 


Fain would we bow beneath thy rod, 
And every friend to thee resign ; 
Thou art.our Father and our God, 
And all our dearest hopes are thine. 


What though we see our friend no more, 
No more attend his pleasing voices 
With him again we may adore, 
With him in heaven we may rejoice, 


A plese perme fills the mind 

While we reflect on all his ways; 
To think we here so oft have join'd 
Ip fervent pray’r,—in 
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Strike deep in ev'ry mournful breast, 
O God, the solemn truths he spoke ! 
May our whole lives be thus impress‘d; 
And we will bless the awful stroke. 


And may we strive like him we mourn, 
Each ruder passion to controul; 

May equal love and goodness burn, 
And take possession of the soul! 


Mr. Bealey published 

1. Observations upon the Rev. 
Mr. Owen’s Sermon, Preached 
in the Parish Church at Warring- 
ton, on the 30th of Jan. 1790.— 
An admirable pamphlet, in which 
he ably advocates the Dissenters 
and their cause ; it is a pity that 
it is not more known, 

2. The Opposite Ends of the 
Righteous and the Wicked ; illus. 
trated in Two Sermons, preached 
at Cockey-moor; the former on 
the 24th March, 1805, upon the 
death of William Smith, a religious 
weaver, of Harwood, near Bolton, 
And the latter on the 7th April, 
upon the Execution of John Le. 
ver, who was hanged at Lancaster, 
on the preceding Monday, forthe 
murder of John Ashworth, of Rad- 
cliffe. 1805. 

3. A Funeral Discourse for the 
Rev. Thomas Barnes, D. D. on 
John v. and 35, with an Address 
athis Interment. 1810. 

4. Two Discourses, the former 
of which was preached at the 
Unitarian Chapel, in Mosley. 
Street, Manchester, on Wednesday 
Evening, the 30th Dec. 1812, 
before the Members of the Lan- 
cashire and Cheshire Unitarian 
Book and Tract Society, at their 
Annual Meeting; and the latter 


at the Protestant Dissenters’ Chae p 


pel, in Cross.Street, Manchester, 
on Sunday the 10th of January, 
1813. 
5. Jesus Christ a Man of Sor- 
Tows, and acquainted with Grief; 
VOL, VIII, 5¢ 
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A Sermon, preached at the Pro. 
testant Dissenters’ Chapel, at 
Cockey, in Ainsworth, on the 
4th of April, 1813. 

W. A, 
Bury, Laacashire, Nov. 5, 1813. 


[Mr. Bealey wrote the Memoir 
of the late Rev. Dr. Barnes, in 
M. Repos, Vol. V. pp. 408—412. 

He and the late Rev, Samuel 
Palmer, of Hackney, were mu. 
tually esteemed friends; and the 
Editor cannot retrain from inserte 
ing here a note which he received 
from the latter gentleman, only a 
week preceding his death. . He 
had applied to the Editor for the 
loan of Mr. Bealey’s two Unita- 
tian publications (the 4th and 
5thin the foregoing list), and at 
the same time communicated the 
letter inserted in our last (p. 714) 
on the Review of ** Dr. Watts no 
Socinian.”? The Editor sent him 
the Sermon (No. 5), promising 
the two Sermons (No. 4), ata fu. 
ture period : he alsoapprized Mr. 
Palmer of bis having received the 
Strictures (inserted pp. 715—723), 
and added a reason or two why 
he thought with the Reviewer in 
this work (p. 683) that the use of 
the term Secinian was unjustifia- 
ble: Mr. Palmer replied, in the 
following note, written on the 
20th of November. 

“ Saturday Night. 

“TIT thank you, my dear Sir, 
for the loan of Mr. Bealey’s Ser- 
mon, and for the Note which ace 
companied it.—I read the Sermon 
with a melancholy pleasure. I 
reached at bis ordination at Nare 
borough, when he delivered the 
most rigid Calvinistical confession 
I ever heard from a Daventry 
pupil. I lament his death more 
than his change of sentiment. His 
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discourse affords proof not only of 
good ability, but of an amiable 
and pious mind.—TI shall be glad 
to see the other two, when you 
can find them ; and if they were 
to be bought in London, I would 
buy them all. Strange that they 
should not.—I am willing to hear 
and to read whatever may be 
calmly and candidly said or writ- 
ten against what I have published. 
— What you say deserves attention, 
but does not quite convince me. 
What modern Calvinist would ap- 
prove of Calvin’s persecuting spi- 
rit! 1 cannot think of any fitter 
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name for you than modern Socia. 
ians.—But no more now from 
your friend 
S. PALMER.” 

The Editor cannot reflect upon 
the light controversy carrying on 
in this work, between Mr, Palmer 
and others, at the time of Mr, 
Palmer’s decease, without feeling 
a renewed conviction that there 
are pursuits still more important 
than theological controversy, and 
that theological controversy cane 
not be conducted too mildly and 
gently. 


Dec. 1. Ep.] 








——— 


MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


On “ The Dissenting Minister's 
Complaint.” 
Sir, 

In your Repository for June 
(p. 366), I read with no small 
degree of interest, and with ming- 
led sentiments of concern and re- 
spect, ** The Dissenting Minister’s 
Complaint ;” which stated a case 
of great hardship with such strong 
and artless simplicity, as I thought 


must have carried a conviction of 


its reasonableness and truth, home 
to every feeling bosom; and I 
boped might in some degree have 
been instrumental in removing the 
grievance which it laments, by 
calling the attention of the wealth. 
ier members of Dissenting congre. 
gations, to the difficulties and dis- 
couragements which many of their 
ministers labour under. 
Expecting that some one of your 
lay correspondents would have 
espoused the cuuse and reinforced 
its arguments, how was I surpris. 


ed and shocked at the harsh mane 
ner in which the matter is taken up 
(in the Repository for Sept. p. 593) 
by Verax, who, though profess. 
ing himself to be one who has 
‘¢ endeavoured both by example 
and exhortation’? to promote the 
desirable change which the com- 
plainant pleads for, comes forward 
with angry invectives, calling @ 
sufferer ** querulous and uncan- 
did,” because he has dared to 
mention the narrowness or incon- 
sideration of ** those who live at 
ease, and roll in carriages,” who 
find even ‘* & quilted pew” 10 the 
chapel necessary to their vain of 
idle habits, and think Jarge sums 
well bestowed in enabling their 
daughters to appear with advan- 
tage in the fashionable world ! be- 
cause he has ventured to hint thet 
persons so circumstanced, must 
come forward in a liberal manuel, 
and support their ministers in 
comfort and respectability» unless 
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ihey mean soon ‘ to abandon the 
religion they profess to love, or 
have their pulpits filled with men 
whose services will be irksome to 
them.” Verax goes on to suppose 
that the complainant chose the 
profession of a Dissenting minister 
with a view of making a fortune, 
with what probability I leave 
your readers to judge. He “* can- 
not admit it to be true that sti. 
pends have lowered,’’ but belteves 
that in most instances they have 
been raised: but admitting this, 
as I sincerely hope it is, to be 
true in general, though not in the 
instance of the complainant ; sup. 
pose the income of a minister to 
have been raised a third in the 
last thirty years, still if the neces. 
saries of life are raised two.thirds, 
which is the least that we can 
say ; he who never had more than 
a very moderate competence, must 
now be reduced to a state border- 
ing upon poverty. Such a situa- 
tion Verax owns, * calls for com. 
miseration,” but he reminds the 
sufferer, that the great mass of bis 
hearers, are from the ‘* expences 
of the days in which we live, 
scarcely able to spare from the 
wants of their own families, that 
portion which they give to their 
ministers,” 

Was instruction in that science, 
the true knowledge of which is 
beyond all price, justly regarded 
by the heads of families, they 
would spare, in many ways, rather 
than take from the sum which is 
necessary for the adequate sup- 
port of him whom they have cho. 
sen as the teacher of themselves, 
and those dependent upon them. 
But it is not this class who are 
chiefly called upon; it is, I again 
repeat it. the part of those who 
*¢ live at ease,” to come liberally 





forward, and by placing him in 
comfortable circumstances with 
respect to this world’s goods, leave 
their pastor's mind at liberty to 
exert its full powers for the spi- 
ritual welfare of his flock. As 
for the “ auxiliary labours” which 
are the usual resources of learned 
men in narrow circumstances, the 
instruction of youth is certainly a 
most honourable and useful em- 
ployment, and there are minds 
of such strength and activity as to 
render an attention to it in a great 
degree compatible with the nue 
merous avucations of a zealous 
and affectionate minister: but the 
constitution often fails under such 
a load of mental occupation, and 
a valuable life, is spent by over 
excriion, before it has run out 
half its natural length, Where a 
congregation is able to maintaia 
two ministers, one may well eme 
ploy a large part of his time in 
the education of its younger meme 
bers; but where all rests upon 
one, there must be neglect some 
where, or the melancholy conse- 
quence I have just mentioned will 
generally follow. 

Nor is every good and learned 
man, fitted by inclination and 
temper for a schoolmaster ; and 
when that office is undertaken 
unwillingly, and from necessity, 
itisa slavery hardly to be con. 
ceived, and its important daties 
can never be properly fulfilled. 

[ am not pleading for the main. 
tenance of an idle or luxurious 
ministry: my earnest desire is to 
see in them and in their families, 
that plain simplicity of manners 
and appearance, which adorns 
the holy profession they have cho, 
sen, and renders them shining 
** examples to the flock.” Withe 
out this iadeed, their exhortations 
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can be expected to avail but little 
for the advancement of the Chris. 
tian cause. A careless or worldly- 

minded minister, with a fashion. 

able wife, and highly accomplish. 
ed daughters, whatever his abilities 
may be, will seldom reform the 
hearts and lives of his hearers ; for 
we can hardly infuse into others, 
that piety which is not the leading 
principle in our own breasts ; but 
I should rejoice to see every con. 
gregation zealous in supplying that 
measure of ** carnal rag. " which 
will enable their pastor to bring 
up his family in comfort eo re. 

spectability. If he is satisfied 
with his own condition, it will 
induce him like the father of the 
complainant, to lead the mind of 
his son to prefer the noble and 
pious pursuits of a Christian teach. 
er, to the more lucrative profes- 
sions which on all sides present 
themselves to his choice. 

A man may from mere worldly 
motives bring up his son to the 
Established Church, for it has so 
much to bestow, that ability and 
good conduct can hardly fail of 
obtaining high honours and an 
ample income to one who will 
gealously defend its doctrines; 
may, we have instances of very 
moderate talents having enabled 
those who sect out from humble 
stations in life, to rcach even its 
most splendid dignities! But as 
a Dissenter, nothing more than 
an casy competence can be gained 
by the most arduous and unremit- 
ting cxcrtions ; so that the motives 
which induce a father to educate 
a child expensively for such a 
destination, of ason earnestly to 
desire it, must have something in 
them very difierent from worldly 
policy. 

What right then can we have 


to expect a constant and increas- 
ing supply of such men as are 
re quisite for the demands of con- 
gregations, annually becoming 
more numerous and enlightened, 
unless we each, according to our 
different means, evince our attach. 
ment to them, and our gratitude 
for their services, by something 
more substantial than ‘ a cordial 
shake of the hand,” or “ tender 
inquiries”’ respecting the welfare 
of those whose reasonable demands 
we do not afford them the means 
of supplying. If our minister la. 
bours to make us good, let us in 
1eturn strive to render him happy. 
This is the spirit that ought to 
animate a pastor and his people, 
and I trust it is spreading amongst 
us. May it speedily reach the 
complainant ; may the liberality 
of his flock enable him to give 
up ** teaching Latin rudiments 
and English grammar,” and re- 
turn to those delightful pursuits 
and studies, which will render 
him more fully competent to be 
their friend and adviser with re- 
spect to the concerns of this world, 
and their faithful guide to a bles- 
sed immortality in the next. 
] remain, Sir, 
Your’s respectfully, 
M. H. 





Mr. Sturch, in Reply to A. L. B. 
on the Scriptures.t 
December 3, 1815. 
SIR, 
In proportion as the number 
of your correspondents encreases, 
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t+ The “ Dialogue on our Obligne 
to Study the Scriptures,” appeared im 
pp. 103—107 of this Volume: Mr. 
sto s Animadversions on the Dis 
logue, pp. 297—300 ; and A. L. B's. 
‘indication of the Dialogue,” PP 
816 Bhs, and 798-741. &Ev. 





Pe A Frey ages oa 
+ SF ee Se ee, Ae ces ae 
¥, ST Re aie 








eM eyega 


Mr. Sturch, in Reply to A. L. B. on the Scriptures. 765 


it becomes of more importance 
that whoever is desirous of mak. 
ing your valuable miscellany the 
medium of communication with 
the public, should be careful to 
study brevity, as far as may be 
consistent with justice to his sub. 
ject. If this remark had occurred 
to the gentleman who has, at 
length, assumed the signature of 
A. L. B. and who, as he doubt- 
less means well, it may be hoped 
will soon feel bold enough to give 
us his real name, he would have 
omitted at least one half of the 
long letter.which you have been 
under the necessity of dividing 
into two parts, in order to afford 
it admission: since more than one 
half of it, though it purports to 
be a ‘* comment on Mr. 8’s pa- 
per,” has no sort of relation to 
any thing that I had said, and 
might as well have been tacked 
to an essay on any other subject. 
Tor instance, he descants at great 
length on the imperfection of hu- 
man reason, and assures us that 
** it does not afford a sure crite. 
rion of right,” and ** that it has 
at different times, formed and 
adopted creeds, as different from 
each other as light from dark ;” 
pesitions which | never thought of 
denying, and which I suppose 
nobody ever doubted. It may 
however, not be improper to re- 
merk, by the way, that whether 
the imperfection of reason be more 
or less, it must necessarily be our 
director and judge, in the study 
of the book of scripture, as well 
as the book of nature; because 


we hace no other; and history 


shews, that it is no less liable to 
form ‘¢ opposite opinions” and 
** jarring speculative theories” in 
the former case, than in the latter. 
He then thinks fit to entertain your 


readers with a dissertation on the 
power of conscience, and another 
on the morality of savages; on 
neither of which I had offered a 
single word. Afterwards he tells 
you, that he has “to defend his 
assertion, that a religious motive 
alone can sanctify any, even our 
best actions.” Against whom has 
he to defend it? Not, surely, 
against me ; for I will venture to 
say there is not a syllable in m 
observations on his paper, which 
can be twisted into any thing like 
a denial of this assertion, 

Your correspondent, however, 
though the greater part of his let- 
ter is quite foreign to the main 
point in which | differed from 
him, has, in the little that relates 
to it,—I dare say unintentionally, 
—done me the greatest injustice, 
He concludes, from my objecting 
to eternal punishment, that I am 
not half so familiar with the scrip- 
tures, as he thinks I am with the 
pages of philosophy ; whereas he 
ought to know, and it is surprising 
that he does not know, that there 
have been many diligent readers 
of the scriptures, eminent for 
learning and abilities, who have 
endeavoured to shew, and have 
succeeded in convincing thousands 
of sincere Christians, that 1 
contain nothing favourable to the 
common opinion, that the punish. 
ment of the wicked will be in the 
strict sense of the word, eternal. 
He tells you also, that * Mr, S. 
never looks on the scriptures in 
any other light than as a book of 
mere human origin;” that “* Mr. 
S. cannot honestly recommend 
them to any living being”—that 
‘¢ Mr. S. would willingly substie 
tute books of philosophy for the 
collection called the scriptures”=— 
that ‘ be seems to think ita mat- 
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ter of great indifference whether 
people even read the latter or not” 
—and that ** in his estimation the 
scriptures must be capable of do. 
ing the greatest harm.” All this 
he tells us, in the very face of my 
explicit declaration, that, ** I 
would not fail to recommend them 
to the particular attention of his 
friend, as containing (with other 
matter of inferior value) A MOST 
VALUABLE TREASURE OF THEO- 
LOGICAL, MORAL, AND POLI- 
TICAL SCIENCE.” But, Sir, itis 
so common for polemics to treat 
each other unfairly, that I ought 
to beg your pardon, espccially 
after my recommendation of bre. 
vity, for troubling you with these 
complaints of injustice. 

The object of my letter, as | 
plainly stated, was, to take notice 
of an important assertion, which 
appeared to me to be not only 
wholly unfounded, but extremely 
pernicious; namely, that * rea- 
son did not teach that revenge was 
acrime; and that the discovery 
that it is so, could be made by 
no other means, through no other 
channel than the scripture.” In 
opposition to this I affirmed, that 
the duty of forgiving injuries, or 
the unlawfulness of revenge, is 
agreeable to right reason ;—is a 
portion of the law ofimproved and 
cultivated nature (I did not say of 
savage ignorance), and was actu. 
ally received and taught as such, 
before the Christian era, by those 
who had no other means of ac. 
quainting themselves with religious 
and moral truth, than the exercise 
of their own faculties, assisted by 
the experience and observation of 
others, 

[ have not merely affirmed this, 
Sir, but I must be permitted to 
say, 1 have proved it, by indis- 
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putable evidence ; and our well. 
meaning friend A, L. B. is so sen. 
sible of this, so thoroughly con. 
vinced that he was in the wrong, 
that he frankly confesses, that 
when he made the controverted 
asseruion, he spoke too much at 
large ; and that Mr. S. has made 
evident by his quotations, that in 
the long course of time a few men 
have existed, who thought that 
we ought not to be greatly offend- 
ed with our enemies. ‘lhe rash 
assertion then, that *‘ through no 
other channel than the scriptures 
could the discovery be made,” 
must be abandoned ; and our con- 
troversy is closed. 

A little reluctance, however, 
to give up a favourite point must 
be expected. Accordingly, our 
friend thinks that the number of 
those who could discover moral 
truth by the light of nature, seems 
to have been small; and if none 
but a few ‘** favoured mortals” 
could do so, he wishes to know, 
‘‘ what would the bulk of men, 
less intellectual, or less enquiring, 
have done??? With your leave, 
Sir, I will tell him. They would do 
well to learn, as no doubt they 
did, of those who were wiser than 
themselves; who, by the way, 
were far more numerous than he 
imagines; for he is mistaken if 
he supposes that I have brought 
forward a tenth part of the au- 
thorities that 1 had in store. By 
what means have the sciences, and 
the various arts of life, been com- 
municated to so large a portion 
of the world? The million are 
clearly incapable of acquiring 
them by their native sagacily; 
and your correspondent will not, 
I suppose, maintain, that they 
could be discovered, ‘* through 
no other channel than the scrp- 
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tures.’ How, for instance, did 
the world become acquainted with 
geometry, or with arithmetic? 
Scarcely one in fifty thousand 
can be supposed capable of in- 
venting even the simplest axioms, 
or the four first rules. Almost 
all, however, have sufficient ca- 
pacity to be convinced of their 
truth by competent instructors ; 
and it has seemed good to Divine 
Providence, to raise up from time 
to time, men of ** superior pene- 
tration” and industry, who have 
been able to make discoveries, 
not for their own use alone, but 
for the benefit of the world. An 
Archimedes, an Euclid, a New- 
ton, with many others of inferior 
note, have arisen in different ages, 
and have gradually increased the 
stock of human knowledge; and 
there can, I think, be no reason. 
able doubt, that moral science 
was carried on towards perfection 
in the same way. 

All this, your correspondent 
will say, confirms his opinion, 
that I consider the scriptures as a 
book of mere human origin.— But 
he tells you, he has ** yet to learn 
what degree of importance Mr. 
S. is disposed to attach to them ;” 
and on this head I am perfectly 
willing to gratify his curiosity, and 
to lay before him my confession 
of faith in the Bible. Let him 
be informed then, that I do not 
believe with him, that the whole 
of this multifarious collection of 
writings ** rests on the same evi- 
dence;” or that ** it is uniformly 
and minutely true ;’? or that it is 
all divinely inspired ; for this rea- 
son amongst others, that though 
I find revenge expressly forbidden 


‘in some parts of this collection, 


yet in other parts of it, I find the 
same odious passion, in ils most 


horrid and disgusting forms, re 
commended and encouraged, by 
the highest praise, and the warm. 
est exhortations ; from whence | 
conclude with certainty, that the 
whole could not have been dicta- 
ted by the same spirit." Nor do 
I find it asserted in any part of 
that collection, that ** all scrip. 
tures were written by inspiration 
of God,” although something like 
it appears in one passage of that 
incorrect version which is in com- 
mon use. Farther I do not be. 
lieve that these writings are the 
only sources of moral and religious 
knowledge, or the only means of 
saving men from everlasting tor. 
ments; because, | cannot consent 
to libel and defame the great and 
good Author of my being, by 
maintaining that he leaves a vast 
majority of mankind in a state of 
invincible ignorance of their duty, 
and then consigns them to eternal 
damnation for not performing it. 
Nevertheless, J do believe, that 
this collection is of inestimable 
value: not only as preserving the 
most authentic records of the 
early history of mankind; but 
also, as containing credible ac. 
counts of supernatural communi- 
cations from God to his erring 
creatures, and throwing a most 
splendid light on subjects of the 
highest interest to human beings, 
which were before veiled in com. 
parative obscurity. With these 
views of the Bible, I trust, our 
friend A. L. B. will allow me 
to prefer it to the ** Arabian 
Nights,”’ or to * Miss Edgeworth’s 
Tales,” and even to recommend 
it to my children, without suffer- 
ing his kind concern for ** the 
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* See Deut. xxv. 17, 18, 19. 1 Sam. 
xv. 3,3. Psalm cxaxyii. 8, 9. 
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credit of my understanding, con. 
sistcncy, and independence of cha. 
racter,’”? to distress his mind, or 
to impair his health. 
Iam, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
W. STURCH. 





Strictures on a recent Publication 
of Mr. Palmer’s. No, II. 


[The Editor of a periodical pub- 
lication and his correspondents 
are sometimes presented with more 
impressive instances of mortality 
than occur to persons in other si- 
tuations. It will occasionally hap- 
pen that the very Number which 
contains communications from a 
much esteemed friend, or in re- 
lation to him, announces the in. 
telligence of his death, and that 
before the observations to which 
his works have given rise can be 
completed for the eyes of the 
world, his own ‘ thoughts are 
broken off—the purposes of his 
heart,’—and he is removed be. 
yond the din of controversy and 
the din of war! How forcibly 
these remarks apply to the time 
and circumstances of the appear- 
ance of the above Strictures, &c. 
our readersneed not to be informed. 

** Were the contents of this pa- 
per personal, instead of being ar- 
gumentative, the Letter now print- 
ed, would assuredly have been 
withholden.” For making this 
declaration, we have the authority 
of the writer, ‘* He bad a great 
regard for Mr, Palmer : he mourns 
sincerely over his grave ; and, were 
this the proper place, he could 
speak with ease and pleasure of his 
various excellencies. Truth and 
accuracy, however, are the sole 
objects of these Sfrictures : and 
the author of them feels persua. 
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ded that, if he were unintention- 
ally to do injustice to Mr. Palmer, 
there will not be wanting persons 
qualified and disposed w detect 
those errors which he himself wil! 
be anxious to see corrected.” 

** As the disclosure of his name 
could add nothing to his reason. 
ing, and as he is not involved in 
any responsibility for the facts 
which are the basis of the discus. 
sion, he perceives no necessity for 
his coming before the readers of 
the Repository under a different 
signature from what he usually 
assumes, and thus countenancing 
a departure from the accustomed 
course of correspondents in month- 
ly publications,” Ep. |] 

*€ Socinianism—Arianism ; terms of 
reproach which too many are ever rea- 
dy to apply to such as venture to think 
for themselves.” PALMER.* 

Nov. 24, 1813. 
Sir, 

If my reasoning in a former let. 
ter (pp. 715—723) was correct. 
I have shewn that the arguments 
of the respectable author of the 
Nonconformist’s Memorial, do not 
invalidate Dr. Lardner’s testimony 
to the Unitarianism of Watts. My 
present design is to unfold the 
presumptive evidence supplied by 
Mr. Palmer himself in favour of 
that testimony. I have before me 
his three publications on the sub- 
ject of his admired writer’s ortho- 
doxy: I have read the Notes to 
Johnson’s Life of Watts, the Ap- 
pendix to that pamphlet and the 
recent Series of Letters. From 
these works I shall now collect 
passages and facts, which, if I 
mistake not, render it in the 
highest degree probable that Lard- 








* Appendix to Johnson's Life of 
Watts, with Notes, Conclusion. 
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ner averred A TRUTH when he 
asserted that Dr. Watts’s last sen. 
timents were completely Unitarian. 

I could enlarge with ease and 
pleasure on the credit which this 
positive declaration receives from 
the character of the witness. Of 
Dr. Lardner it is admitted by Mr. 
Palmer (Letters, p. 4.) that he 
was one of the most upright of 
men and most impartial of au- 
thors.” This acknowledgment 
fully agrees with part of the Ma. 
nuscript Elogium by the late Mr. 
Radcliff, who remarks that, 
‘While his extensive learning 
qualified him to try the merits of 
every evidence, his unbiassed in- 
tegrity and sacred veneration for 
truth enabled him to pass an im- 
partial sentence.” In addition to 
these virtues, he was eminently 
distinguished by patience and 
calmness of inquiry. If he has 
ever been charged with the mu- 
tually adverse faults of temerity 
and of clay-cold caution, both 
these accusations, it is plain, can- 
not be just: nor has either been 
substantiated ; and Michaelis, who 
severely blames him for not ‘pro. 
ducing certain quotations from the 
heretics of the first centuries, was 
ignorant that he bad drawn upa 
history of those very heretics.t I 
am far, Sir, from claiming infai- 
libility.for Lardner. But I main. 


‘tain, that before we are asked to 


set aside the testimony of such a 
man, on a grave and important 
topic, preponderating testimony 
ought to be afforded. 

On an analysis of his commu. 
nications to Mr. Merivale, we 
find that he speaks of Dr. Watts 
as being in earlier life a Trinita- 
rian, but for several years before 
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his death an Unitarian, and finally 
a complete Unitarian, Let us 
then examine how far this account 
corresponds with the information 
that we derive from some other 
sources concerning Watts’s histo. 
Ty and writiigs. 

** When he first wrote of the 
Trinity,”? says Lardner, ** I recke 
oned he believed three equal dis 
vine persons.’? Accordingly, Mr. 
Palmerinforms us (Notes, &e. 93, 
&c.), that inthe year 1721, Dr. 
Watts published his Sermons on 
Various Subjects, in which there 


is one entitled, The Scale of Blese 


sedness ; or Blessed Saints, Blete 
sed Saviour and Blessed Trinity, 
and that, on the review of this 
discourse in the year 1729, he 
saw occasion to insert a note which 
implies his dissatisfaction . with 
some things he had there advance 
ed, and contains the following 
memorable sentence: ‘* There aps 
pears to me good reason to doubt 
whether there can be three dis 
tinct and different, principles of 
consciousness, and three distinct 
and different wills in the one God, 
the one infinite Spirit.”’ 

Thus far the correctness of Dr, 
Lardner’s representations is unime 
peached. It is attempted, hows 
ever, to controvert, the accuracy 
of his statement, that Waits in the 
latter part of his life, and for 
several years before his death, was 
an Unitarian, Now, his devia- 
tions from orthodoxy were in fact 
earlier than even Lardner’s lan- 
guage imports; and they were 
wider than Mr. Palmer seems 
to be aware. In his Christian 
doctrine of the Trinity, printed 
so early as the year 1722, he dise 
covered his inclination’ to’ the Jn 
dwelling Scheme, on account of 
which Mr. T. Bradbury, ina let» 
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ter dated 1725, charged him with 
making “ the Divinity of Christ 
to evaporate into a mere attri. 
bute,” and after jeering at his 
professed love of truth, writes to 
him thus: £ It is a pity after you 
have been more than thitty years 
a teacher of others, you are yet 
to learn the first principles of the 
oracles of God. Was Dr, Owen’s 
church to be taught another Je- 
eus? thatthe Son and Spirit were 
only two powers in the divine 
nature ?’"* Bradbury, as Mr. P. 
intimates,¢ was a slave “ to hu. 
man systems:” and the manner 
in which he treated the’ gentle 
Watts, was extremely reprehen- 
sible. Yet if “ the 
Watts’s sentiments respecting the 
divinity of Christ and of the Spi- 
rit was, © that Christ is a divine 
person, in consequence of the in- 
dwelling of the Father, and that 
the Holy Spirit is God, as being 
the power or active energy of the 
Deity,” Bradbury has done them 
no injustice. 

{t hence appears, Sir, on the 
face of Mr. Palmer’s pamphlets, 
that between the years 1721 and 
1726, that is for several years 
before his death, Dr. Watts had 
departed most considerably from 
the standard of popular belief with 
regard to the Trinity, had avowed 
ppinions which, so far as they 
relate to the object of worship and 
the person of Jesus Christ, are 
little, if at all, short of proper 
Unitarianism. I shall next refer 
you to the state of his mind, upon 
this question, as I see it dis. 
closed in his correspondence, du- 


* Notes, &c. 91. ¢ Ib. ge. 


3 ¢ Appendix, which a cu- 
rious » entitled by Mr. P. Dr. 
Watts iments about the Moly Spirit. 
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ring the year 1738, with Mr. 
Martin Tomkins: and here J shall 
rectify what I conceive to be a 
mistake of Mr. Palmer's, who. in 
his zeal to correct an imaccurac 
supposed to be exhibited by his 
* friend Belsham” (Letters, &e. 
p. 6, note), has subjected him. 
self, I think, to the charge of 
either forgetfulness orinadvertence, 

The author of the Memoirs o 
Lindsey had said of Dr. Watts 
(216), ** His well known volume 
of Hymns and Spiritual Songs, 
so much used in Calvinistic cone 
gregations, was published when 
he was very young, and contains 
many expressions, and many sen. 
timents from which, though re. 
garded by great numbers as the 
standard of Christian verity, bis 
judgment revolted in maturer 
years, and which he would gladly 
have altered if he had been per- 
mitted by the proprietors of the 
copyright, who knew their own 
interest too well to admit the pro- 
posed improvements.” In answer, 
Mr. Palmer allows that ‘* there 
is some truth in the above pas- 
sage,” but, forthe sake of prov- 
ing ** that it is not perfectly cor- 
rect,”? he appeals to an extract 
given, in the Appendix, from @ 
MS. of Watts’s, in his possession, 
in the Doctor’s own hand writing, 
and adds, “* The Doctor expres- 
ses his satisfaction in letting things 
remain as they were.” Now, Sit, 
this extract, which makes part of 
areply to a long epistle of Mr. 
Tomkins, is as follows: _ 

“I freely answer, I wish some 
things were corrected. But the 
question with me is this: asf 
wrote them in sincerity at that 
time, is it not more for the edifi- 
cation of Christians, and the glory 
of God to let them stand, than 00 
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ruin the usefulness of the whole 
book, by correcting them now, 
and perhaps bring further and false 
suspicions on iny present opinions? 
Besides, I might tell you, that of 
all the books I have written, that 
particular copy is not mine. | 
sold it for a trifle to Mr. Lau. 
rence near thirty years ago, and 
his posterity make money of it to 
this day, and I can scarce claim 
a right to make any alteration in 
the book which would injure the 
sale of it.” 

Mr. Palmer, it is true, Sir, 
has not failed of informing his 
readers that the Doctor allows 
some things in the Hymns, &c. 
might be mended, but that he 
could not claim a right to alter 
the copy which he had sold. Had 
this gentleman stopped here, I 
would not have animadverted upon 
his note. Surely, however, the 
quotation with which I have just 
presented you, is much more fa. 
vourable to Mr. Belsham’s con- 
clusion, that Watts would gladly 
have introduced alterations, if he 
had been permitted by the pro. 
prietors of the copyright, than to 
Mr. Palmer’s, that he .expresses 
his satisfaction in letting things 
remain as they were. To remove 
the fact beyond all doubt, I shall 
now produce a conversation be- 
tween Mr. Grove and Dr, Watts 
concerning the book of Hymns, 
which Mr Palmer himself (Notes, 
&c. 28) heard Dr. Amory relate ! 
“6 Tt was asfoliows:” 

“Mr. Grove remarked to the 
Doctor, that sever ai of the Hymas 
Jaid the str ar redcinption 
on the compe-sion of Christ, ra- 
ther thar on the love of God, and 
expressed his wish that he would 
alter them in this respect, and 
make them more conformable to 


the scripture doctrine. The Doc 
tor replied, that he should b¢ 
glad tu do it, but it was out of 
his power, for he had parted with 
the copy, and the bookseller 
would not suffer any such alter- 
ation,” 

Unquestionably, Mr. Palmet 
must have lost in 1813, the ree 
collection of what he wrote in 
1785. 

Nevertheless, though I cannot 
always adopt his reasoning, I es 
teem him as a credible witness 
of what he professes to have seen 
or heard, For instance, I believe 
that he has faithfully reported Dr. 
Amory’s statement of the conver- 
sation between Grove and Watts: 
yet, were I inclined to scepticism 
in this case, how easily might I 
urge presumptions against it, ag 
plausible and cogent as those ide 
sisted on by Mr. Palmer against 
the testimony of Lardner! Thus, 
to begin with the very words of 
this gentleman (Letters, &c. Note, 
6, 7), I might argue that ** if Dr. 
Watts had been as greatly dissa- 
tisfied with the Hymns, as has 
been supposed, he might, and 
indeed he ovGart, to have left a 
copy corrected according to his 
last sentiments.’’ I might ask (Ib. 
pp. 15, 16), what were the spee 
cific subjects of his dissatisfaction? 
Not only so: I might appeal to 
his orthodox phraseology in sube 
sequent publications (34, &c.). 
Or to Mrs. Abney’s, the Rev, 
Thomas Tayler’s, and Mr. Josepla 
Parker's ignorance of the existence 
of any such copy or conversation{ 
(25, &c )—Or to Dr. Gibbons’s 
Narrative, Dr. Stennett’s Com- 
munication, or the epitaph upon 
Watis’s tombe-stone ut 
This, Sir, I repeat, might 
done : ior perbaps would there 
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be wanting some who might 
congratulate me on having made 
good my cause. But such, as- 
suredly, is not (the way of con- 
fronting, and still less of over- 
throwing, direct evidence, 

The remainder of the ‘* private 
correspondence between ‘Tomkins 
and Dr. Waits’? (Appendix, &c.), 
regards the lawfulness of address- 
tng doxologies to the Holy Spirit: 
and while it shews that Waitts’s 
sentiments concerning the Deity 
of the Spirit, were, in truth, not 
more orthodox than those of 
the persons whom Mr. Palmer 
would characterize as Socin. 
tans or modern Unitarians, ital- 
s0 proves how fearful the Doctor 
was of giving offence and creating 
suspicion and alarin by any wide 
deviation from received practices 
and phrases. From the whole of 
it, and from his conversation with 
Grove, I infer that he no longer 
enibraced genuine Trinitarianism 
and the popular tenets respecting 
the nature and degree of Christ’s 
agency in the work of our salvati- 
on; since “he would gladly have 
altered those of his hymns which 
lay the stress of our redemption 
on the compassion of Christ, ra- 
ther than on the love of God, and 
expressed his wish to make them 
more conformable to the scripture 
doctrine.”’ ' 

Assuming a tract published in 
1802 to have been written by 
Dr. Watts, who however was 
prevailed upon by his friends to 
suppfess the only previous im- 
pression, namely fifty copies, 
which he printed in 1745, I shall 
request, Sir, the attention of your 
readers to it, as unfolding some 
of his opinions at that period. 
He died in 1743: and with what 
propriety Mr, Palmer adduces a 
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pamphlet submitted to the world 
three years before as evidence of 
the last sentiments of Watts, I 
must leave him to explain. In all 
events, its contents ought to be 
compared with the subsequent 
picces entitled, “ Important Ques. 
tions” and ** The Glory of Christ 
as God-man,” but especially 
with the Solemn Address, &c. 
And I have the same right to avail 
myself of the fact that the author 
consented to destroy the edition, 
which Mr. Palmer has to argue 
from that work in its present 
shape. In the extracts which he 
has made from it I see something 
of the language but very little of 
the essence of orthodoxy. Judge 
ing from those quotations, I should 
pronounce it greatly inferior to 
his other controversial publica. 
tions. The friends to whom he 
shewed it, all persuaded him that 
it would ruin his character in his 
old age, for publishing such do. 
tage :* they were dissatisfied, no 
doubt, with its sentiments, or with 
its criticisms and reasonings— 
perhaps with both. 

In the ‘year 1746 he printed 
two of the tracts which I have 
mentioned, namely, Useful and 
Important Questions, §c. and 
The Glory of Christ, &c, These, 
Sir, appear to be far more elabo- 
rate and respectable performances 
than the pamphlet which was the 
subject of the last paragraph 
(Notes, &c. 57—91): together 
with certain wild speculations on 
the pre-existence of the human soul 
of Jesus Christ, and on his visible 
appearances before his incarnae 
tion, and also some unsatisfactory 
explanations of those texts which 
represent Christ and the Father as 





° Letters, &c, 35, 
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been answered by our being put 
in possession of all the papers of 
Watts which related to the Trini. 


one, we find examples of scriptu- 
ral criticism that will endure the 
strictest investigation. It is evi- 
dent that Watts continued to think 
much upon these topics: it is 
evident that he was extremely 
desirous of reconciling his new 
opinions, if truth permitted, to a 
reputation for orthodoxy. But 
to me it is not less clear that in. 
stead of maintaining ‘* the true 
divinity”? (Notes, 54) of the Son 
and Spirit of God, he, had sur. 
rendered this article of the esta- 
blished faith, To Christ he at. 
tributes, in effect, no other kind 
of deity than Unitarians conceive 
to belong to him: and it is re. 
markable that he describes his 
pre-cxistence as that of a Auman 
soul.* On the worship of Jesus 
he is profoundly silent; this prac- 
tice, consistent enough with the 
creed of genuine Trinitarians, 
could have no foundation in the 
scheme of Dr. Watts, The pro. 
bability, .then, Mr. Editor, was 
that a mind like his would not long 
retain the metaphysical conceits 
by which his views of the Chris- 
tian doctrine were still in some 
degree obscured, but that, on fur- 
ther reflection, he would separate 
the fine gold from the iron and the 
clay.t 

It were, in every view, to be 
wished that the M.SS. on this 


subject which he entrusted to the 


discretion of his executors, had 
been published. The titles of 
them will not enable us to ascer. 
tain the nature of their contents: 
and abetter object than the gra- 
tification of curiosity, would have 





* See Mr. Palmer's own concession 
en this head (Letters, 35, 36, Ngte). 
'* Dan. ii, 32, 33. 


tarian controversy. Mr. Neal 
was perhaps of opinion, with his 
uncle Lardner, that the publica- 
tion of them would affect the 
literary reputation of his departed 
friend: Dr. Jennings, for reasons 
which we can only conjecture, 
seems to have felt little or no'in. 
terestin giving them to the world; 
and Doddridge, the third execute 
lor, according to a report which 
has never been overthrown, and 
of the truth of which, ‘I presume, 
Mr. Belsham would have particu- 
larly favourable opportunities of 
judging, was anxious that the 
should see the light, ‘It is o 
servable that, in a letter Written to 
this very excellent and candid 
man, Feb. 8, 1748, 9 (Apperi- 
dix), The Solemn Add?ess to ‘ithe 
Great and Ever Blessed God, is 
not mentioned, and makés no patt 
of the ** complete catalogue” 
which Neal professes to send’ him 
of the M.SS. of Watts? yet ‘this 
is the very piece which Doddridg 
is said to have rescued from the 
flames. 
If any of the executors of Dr, 
Watts were among the friends 
who persuaded him to destro: 
the impression of a tract pritited 
in 1745, we may easily conceive, 
Sir, that they would not judge ‘it 
necessary to publish certain 4 
posthumous theological papers. 
Some little time before his death, 
a rumour, just or unjust, had 
gone abroad, of his mind be 
less vigorous than formerly. The 
were those who even applied’ the 
term dotage to the pamphlet of 
which I have been speaking: and 
I see that his “growing infirtuie 
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ties” are not unnoticed by Mr. 
Palmer.} 

‘© A gentleman of veracity 
(Notes, 99, &c.) who had seen the 
papers to which the Solemn Address 
was prefixed, assured the writer 
of Dr. Watts no Socinian that 
they appeared to him to contain 
nothing new, being only a further 
illustration of his|| sentiments 
concerning the Trinity.” On the 
other hand, Lardner, who had 
met with some of those M. SS., 
declares, after his perusal of them, 
that the last sentiments of Dr. W. 
were completely Unitarian. I 
am not impeaching the veracity 
of the anonymous informant, 
when I ask, Utri creditis, Quiri- 
tes? But surely I may be allowed 
to suspect his accuracy, when | 
contrast the purport and the man. 
ner of his evidence with those of 
the declaration of the author of the 
Credibility, Sc. 

Of the Solemn Address Mr. 
Palmer remarks (Notes, ib.) 
** This piece is evidently of the 
same complexion with what the 
Doctor had before published, and 
therefore most undoubtedly that 
was the case with the other papers 
which were suppressed, to which 
this was prefixed.” The conclu. 
sion is too strong and positive for 
the premises. For the confident 
superlative most undoubtedly, the 
words not wip robabli should have 
been emp. yed. But, however 
this be, 1 cannot, Sir, agree with 
Mr, Palmer that the Su/emn Ad. 
dress “is evidently of the same 
complexion with what the doctor 
had before published,” On read. 
Ing il, YOu will mark the in¢reased 
scepticism of the writer with re. 
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lation to the received tenet and 
his greater solicitude to approve 
himself a consistent believer ip 
the Divine Unity. It is a docu- 
ment of much importance to my 
purpose. 

This prayer (for such it is) the 
pious author presents to the One 
God, even the Father. Concern. 
ing any prior state of Jesus Christ 
he maintains a deep silence: nor 
does he ascribe to him essential, 
but only communicated, deity, in 
which manner he explains those 
passages in the N. T. that speak 
of the union of Christ with God, 
But he acknowledges “ his dark. 
ness still.” He is ‘earnestly 
yet humbly solicitous to know 
what share the Son and the Spirit 
can have in the Divinity of the 
Father: and he asks, ‘Is it a 
vain and sinful curiosity to desire 
to have this article set in such a 
light as may not diminish the 
eternal glory of the unity of the 
true God, nor of the supremacy 
of thee the Father of all?” In 
this investigation, however, it is his 
wish to follow the evidence fur. 
nished by the scriptures, in reading 
and searching which volume he 
was conscious of a diligence, fee 
gularity and care, for which he 
appeals to his Ever Present Wit- 
ness ! 

One part of the Address is 
singularly affecting. It appears 
that the doubts and perplexities of 
this good man in respect of the 
popular doctrine of the Trinity, 
had almost ended in his rejection 
of revelation, from which sad 


determination, nevertheless, he 
had been happily preserved : 
“ Great God, who seest all 


things, thou hast beheld what busy 
temptations have been often flute 
tering about my heart, to call i 
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off from these laborious and diffi. 
cult enquiries, and to give up thy 
word and thy gospel as an unin. 
telligible book, and betake myself 
to the light of nature and reason : 
but thou hast been pleased by thy 
divine power to scatter these temp- 
tations, &c.”’ 

It is clear from the whole of this 
most interesting composition that 
the writer’s sentiments upon the 
matter in question, were far from 
being absolutely settled : his creed 
was not altogether fixed; he had 
not, as i$ the case of some men, 
renounced enquiry and closed his 
understanding against evidence 
and conviction. We perceive that 
aregard to the ** Supreme Ma- 
jesty” of God is, as it were, his 
Polar Star, but that hitherto it is 
obscured in some little degree by 
the clouds of early error, and has 
not yet enabled him to discern 
and reach the haven of truth. 
The title of the Address, I con- 
ceive, Sir, does not imply that 
he wrote nothing in the Trinita- 
tian controversy after those tracts 
which he now reviews: and since 
he prefixed it to some pieces on 
that subject which it was not 
judged necessary to publish, it 
were too much to say, or even 
suppose, that, in his subsequent 
meditations and M.SS., he made 
no further advances to Unitarian. 
ism, nor arrived at complete Uni. 
tarianism. It is beyond dispute 
that some of those M.SS. were 
seen by Lardner: and there is 
nothing in the nature or the as~- 
sumed date of the Solemn Address 
which renders Lardner’s testimony 
improbable—but the contrary. 
Weighing all the circumstances, 
I hold it to be most likely that 
we have no where ** Dr. Watts’s 
fast sentiments in print ;” and | 
also see much reason for belieying 


(though independently on the ex. 
press declaration so often quoted, 
I would not positively pronounce} 
that those sentiments ** were come 
pletely Unitarian.” 

Suppose, Mr. Editor, a man 
of undoubted judgment, of parts, 
knowledge and integrity, to affirm 
that smong the posthumous pa- 
pers (now destroyed) of a friend 
he had seen thai iriend’s last and 
genuine will, Imayine, moreover, 
a testamentary document, appa. 
rently of rather a prior date, to 
be discovered, which, when com- 
pared with certain memoranda 
shewn by the deceased, in his life~ 
time, to his family and associates, 
makes it not unlikely that he 
would modify and limit his be- 
quests in the way stated by the 
witness, To this testimony what 
could you oppose? I mean, in 
fair and just reasoning: for I am 
aware that in our courts of law, 
as in physics, the maxim, “* De 
non apparentibus et non eaistenti« 
bus eadem est ratio,” must be pree 
served inviolate. Granting the 
competency of the witness, I take 
the probability of his pS me 
being correct to admit of formal 
and scientific proof. 

Much thereforeas I esteem Mr, 
Palmer, I cannot but be of opie 
nion that he has by no means cons 
sidered the subject before him 
with the attention which it require 
ed.—The name of Watts is so dee 
servedly dear to serious men of 
all persuasions, and especially to 
the body of Dissenters; the sups 
posed authority too of such ® 
name is so convenient a shelter 
for some theologians; they can 
so easily retreat to its protection® 
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ani fight under its defence; that 
it is not unimportant to ascertain, 
as well as we are able, the point 
of fact. 

So far as Dr. Watts was a fol- 
lower’ot Christ (and such be emi- 
nently was), may we all, Mr, 
Editor, be followers of him ! What- 
ever | think of bis early or of his 
last sentimenis, J have so full and 
lively a persuasion of his superi- 
ority as a practical Christian, that 
my pen would in vain attempt to 
do it justice, Yet happy would 
it have been for the peace and 
comfort even of a Watts, had he 
embraced from infancy that unen. 
cumbered, wunscholastic creed, 
“ There is one God and one me- 
diator between God and men, éhe 
man Christ Jesus.” 

I am, Sir, &c. &c. 
N, 





Mr Rutt, ona Calumny against 
the late Mr. Wakefield. 


(Extracted from the Morning’ Chro- 
nicle. Nov. 12, 1813.) 


Bromley, Middlesex, Nov.6, 1813 


MEMe 4 

In The British Review for Oc. 
tober, is an article entitled Cor. 
repondence between Fox and Wake. 
field. At p. 220, is the following 
note :-—— 

“ Mr, Wakefield gained not less 
than 50001. by his fortunate inclo- 
sure in Dorchester Gaol, through 
the. liberal contributions of his 
friends on the occasion, 
6a ae Merito jam 

as 
eS ote 

This quotation is from the third 


Satire of Juvenal, and whoever 





Secure behind the Telamonian shield, 
The skilful archer. wide surveyed the 
field,” &. Pops. 
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observes the connection of the 
passage, will not failto detect the 
design of the Reviewer, He evi- 
dently intended to disparage Mr. 
Wakefield’s reputation, by aitrie 
buting those political transactions, 
which brought his name before 
the public, to the most unworthy 
motives. It may be worth noe 
licing that Dryden thus preserves 
the sense and spirit of the original, 
“* Suspected for accomplice to the fire, 
** That burnt his palace, but to build 
it higher.” 

Yet the purity of Mr. Wake- 
field’s motives, as to designs of 
pectiniary advantage, have been 
vi -a admitted by those who are 
mst Opposed to his principles and 
conduct. To his associates who 
yet survive, a single word,would 
be superffuous to shew the false- 
hood of such an imputation. I 
will rather proceed to expose it, 
as I am able to do, perhaps, more 
satisfactorily than any other ile 
dividual, 

I bad.the honour of first pro 
posing the Subscription, of which, 
being most kindly and zealously 
assisted, I undertook the princie 
pal management. A _ considera- 
ble sum was procured before Mr. 
Wakefield had any knowledge of 
the design. This I communicated 
to him, understanding that Mr. 
Fox, ina very friendly but highly 
delicate manner, had recommends 
ed to him the publication of some 
literary work by subscription, for 
the benefit of his family. That 
letter from Mr. Fox is given at 
p. 69, of the lately published 
Correspondence. 

In the paragraph to which the 
note in question is annexed, the 
Reviewer imputes to Mr. sige 
‘* faint expressions of sympathy, 
with Mr, Wakefield’s situation, 
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and a deficiency of * exertions 
beyond the cold charity of praise.” 
Yet the subscription received from 
Mr. Fox, which was among the 
earliest, was liberal, considering 
his comparatively narrow circum- 
stances, and there is ample evi. 
dence that his influence contri. 
buted not a little to enlarge the 
eventual amount. 

It may be desirable, perhaps 
necessary, that a reviewer should 
be anonymous. Yet surely the 
writer must, on reflection, be self. 
condemned, who, thus sheltered 
himself, should cast his arrows at 
posthumous reputation, andas his 
best excuse, could only say, J am 
in sport. This Reviewer, how- 
ever, professes both morality and 
religion. He is solicitous to as. 
certain ‘* the social virtue of a 
Wakefield, and the Christian be- 
lief of a Fox!’ I cannot help 
adding, that an Editor, who ad. 
mits stich a passage as that on 
which I have animadverted, ought 
to be more discriminating, or at 
least, less inconsistent, He should 
either respect the approved manly 
maxim, de morfuis nil nist verum, 
or no longer assume, 2s the motto 
of his title-page, fiat Justria. 

The representations in this let. 
ter, I have considered as duties 
devolved upon me from my inti- 
macy with Mr. Wakefield during 
his latter years. I will not deny 
that I have been eager to perform 
those duties, from a still lively 
recollection of our friendship, 
which was endeared to ine by his 
eminent virtues and rare accom. 
plishments. | rte 

I trust, Sir, that you will oblige 
me by giving publicity to this 
statement. And remain 

Your obedient servant, 


J. T. RUTT. 
5 
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VOL. Vill. 


On the Objections to the Doctrine 
of Necessity. 
Paisley, 14th Oth Mo. 1813. 


FRIEND, 

In looking over thy last Repo- 
sitory, I was induced to read a 
paper (pp. 513, 514) entitled 
** Objections ‘to the Doctrine of 
Necessity,’ written by a corres¢ 
pondent whose signature is X 3 
wherein he states that he is fully 
convinced of the truth of the doce 
trine, but really shocked at its 
consequences. There are three 
objections brought by him against 
that doctrine, which he considers 
as unavoidable consequences, but 
which, in the light I conceive he 
views them, I will undertake to 
prove to be no proper consequences 
of philosophical necessity at all, 
Without adverting to the intro. 
ductory part of his letter, I shalt 
proceed to the consideration of 
the objections, Ist. He says, 
** Does not the doctrine of neces~ 
sity, properly understood, refer 
to the Deity, as to its true cause 
every event bad as well as good,’” 
—I answer, certainly, if he is 
considered as the cause of all 
‘causes and. effects; but that» the 
good and the evil are the same 
with him, in point of intention 
and design, I by no means think; 
This I will exemplify: we wilt 
suppose then, that neither the 
properties of, nor the modes of 
producing, fire, have been known, 
but that some philosopher has now 
discovered both: Having nothing’ 
in view but the general good of 
mankind; we will imagine him to 
be comparing all the good and 
bad effects that would necessarily 
result from its coming into general 
use. Finding the good greatly 
to preponderate over the evil cons’ 
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sequences, he is induced thereby, 
fo divulge the whole, cautiously 
warning against all its bad effects, 
while he points out its advantages. 
Now here is the distinction ;—the 
vast benefits derived from the use 
of fire, were the only motives that 
induced him to make it known; 
the evil results were rather motives 
of restraint, and finding them to 
be unavoidable, all that could be 
done, he did, by pointing out these 
evil results, soas that they might 
be avoided. The case, I conceive, 
to be the same, with the Supreme 
Being: He foresaw, as an una. 
voidable consequence that man- 
kind, when brought into existence, 
in a stale of ignorance and desti- 
tute of experience, would fall into 
many errors: for the prevention 
of as many of these errors as pos. 
sible, the Author of Nature has 
adopted the most effectual methods; 
he has so formed mankind as ra- 
pidly to gain knowlecge by expe- 
rience, and gave them in due time 
rules for the regulation of their 
conduct, and appointed a state 
of rewards and punishments. View. 
ing matters, then, in this light, 
the crimes of mankind can no 


more be chargeable on the Su-- 


preme Being, as being part of his 
design; than that all the bad 
effects resulting from the use of 
fire, would be justly chargeable 
on the benevolent philosopher who 
warned mankind of them. Now 
when the happiness we here enjoy 
is far more than the evil we feel, 
there is no wonder that the Su- 
preme created man; especiall 

when a vast deal of the evil whic 

happens is uctive of good, 
And if we to this a state of 
eternal progressive improvement 
and pleasure, then all evils what. 
ayer become as a@ mere speck in 
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the heavens. To be sure, if thy 
correspondent conceives, as I sup. 
pose he does, that the kind Parent 
of All, has actually designed that 
every individual should commit 
all the crimes he will ever be 
guilty of, and accordingly has 
minutely disposed circumstances 
to effect these ends ; and notwithe 
standing shall condemn his crea. 
tures for doing what he designed 
them todo; if such were a con. 
sequence of necessity, it would 
be a shocking one indeed: it is 
one, however, that flows not from 
my ideas of that doctrine, which 
as strictly maintains as the other 
dues, the conneetion of cause and 
effect ; the difference between the 
two cases being this, that accord. 
ing to the one, evil was designed, 
according tu the other it was pro- 
perly undesigned, being unavoid- 
able. Indeed, I think that evil 
formed no part of the plan of the 
Supreme Being, since in many 
Cases it is destructive to happiness 
and since he has manifested so 
much care in endeavouring to 
check moral evil. 

2dly. He says ‘* where there. 
is no choice, there can be no ac- 
countableness.”? It is easy to 
perceive that thy friend here sup- 
poses, thata man must be able 
to do otherwise, circumstances 
being the same, before he can 
become an accountable being. 
But such a supposition is by no 
means necessary to my notions of 
accountableness, I have no idea 
that Jesus, our appointed Judge, 
will thus address me, ‘* Why di 
thou do so and so?” or, ‘* Because 
thou hast done this, therefore will 
I punish thee.” If I may be al- 
lowed to word my conceptions, 
would be this—“ Thou, by the 
commission of numerous crimes, 
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hast contracted bad habits, that 
totally unfit thee for real enjoy- 
ment. Now as these habits must 
be eradicated before thou canst 
be truly happy, and as I have 
nothing but thy good in view,— 
there is a necessity for placing 
thee in those circumstances (how. 
ever painful) best adapted for 
accomplishing this end; so that, 
when this purpose shall be effected 
thou shalt be freed from all pain 
and sorrow, and improvement and 
pleasure shall attend thee conti. 
nually.”’ But perhaps this will 
be considered as walking on the 
ground of assumption ; to obviate 
this then, I observe, that to pu. 
nish any one merely because he 
has committed a crime he could 
not possibly avoid, appears to me 
little short of acting ona princi- 
ple of revenge. If a father chas- 
tises his child because and solely 
on account of his being guilty of 
falsehood, with the idea that he 
could have done otherwise, it 
betrays either ignorance or revenge. 
But if he should chastise him for 
no other end than for the sole 
purpose of eradicating such a 
propensity, actuated only by the 
motive of doing his child good, 
(not of venting his rage) and so 
choosing the best means for this 
purpose, he acts not only a ra- 
tional but beneficial part. In 
other words, it is acting only from 
a principle of benevolence, the 
only motive that properly influenc. 
es the God ofthe Universe, That 


which punishment is intended to 
produce, viz. the eradicating of 


every evil habit, This was always - 


the mode with our heavenly Pas 
rent, before as well as after the 
gospel dispensation; see Ezek. 
xviii. This procedure then, exe 
plains, or rather illustrates my 
ideas of responsibility. 

As to his 3d objection about 
‘¢ accounting the moral principles 
of our nature of no authority, 
though deep and universal,” I 
would just observe, that we come 
into the world with no moral 
principles, they are the result of 
various circumstances and of eX-~ 
perience, and as they differ from 
each other, some of them must be 
erroneous. As to the universality 
or greater prevalence of one more 
than that of another, that is no 
proof with me of its truth, more 
than that the general prevalence 
of Polytheism would be a proof 
that there are more Gods than 
One. That punishment is never 
inflicted but with the idea, that 
the offender could have acted 
otherwise, ceteris paribus, I deny ; 


it is not the case with me, and [ . 


will venture to say with many 


others; that it is, however, genee » 


rally the case I do believe, but 


that is *‘ of no authority,’? no 


weight with me, . for it neither 
proves that it is acting with reason 
or propriety, nor yet that itis @ 
«‘ shocking consequence” of ne 
cessity, or has any thing.ta do 
with that doctrine at all. 1t is 


this is the mode of correction with just such ;a principle .as J. am 


our heavenly Father is evident 
from this, that whenever a man 
sincerely repents of his sins (Ict 
them be what they will),.and is 
led in consequence to follow a 


Course of virtue, he is sure to parti 


obtain pardon. Why so? Simply 
because that very end is attained, 








* fully convinced” is founded om 
profound ignorance and esror. 


Should these remarks meet thy — 


approbation, thou art heartily 
welcome to insert them in thy ime 
ial and beneficial publications 
Thy Friend, 

R. H. 
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A Hand. Bill. 
Sir, 

The following is a copy of a 
Bill that has been posted in the 
West End of the town, which 
may not appear unworthy of pre- 
servation in your valuable Maga- 
zine. Its merits speak for them. 
selves, and the general idea on 
which it is founded exactly meets 
the sentiments which I have long 
entertained on the subject of it. 
If the author should chance to 
read it thus rescued from oblivion, 
he would confer a great obligation 
on me by favouring me with an 
interview. To attain this object, 
I know no better contrivance than 
to refer him through the printer 
to you, for which purpose I beg 
leave to trouble you with my ad. 
dress. It is not impossible that I 
may be able to furnish some aid 
towards promoting the design in 
view, in Consequence of my Ccon- 
nections with several others who 
have similar inclinations. 

lam, &c. 
LITURGIUS. 

** National Places of Worship 
at the West End of the Metro- 
polis, 

** Thousands and ten thousands 
of the inhabitants of the above 
quarter are unable to hallow the 
Sabbath in the most acceptable 
mode, that of Public Worship. 
Is not this a grievous privation to 
individuals, and a serious public 
evil? Qught it not, if possible, 
to be obviated ? 

‘** But whence cana fund be 
provided for the purpose? The 
voluntary contributions of each 
religious sect would probably be 
inadequate to the demand of its 
own worshippers; and one reli- 
gious sect must not be compelled 
and charged to supply public 
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worship for another. This would, 
indeed, be the grossest injustice. 

*“ Can no place of worship, on 
the other hand, be constituted, 
which all Protestant. Christians of 
a parish might alike conscientious. 
ly enter; and to which all the 
more ‘opulent might therefore be 
equitably called upon to contri. 
bute? To those, indeed, who 
recognize the Bible as the exclu. 
sive source of their faith, what 
more were necessary than that, in 
a place,'of which the area should 
be open and gratuitous, the pews 
around, and galleries above, rent. 
ed, the pulpit unrestricted to the 
preacher of any particular sect; 
the form of worship should be 
scriptural not sectartan ? 

*“ A Liturgy therefore, from 
which all unscriptural phraseology 
should be as scrupulous!y exclud- 
ed as possible, fashioned closely 
upon the model, and after the 
precepts and example of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ! 

‘©In such a temple, might not 
every Protestant Christian tender 
the right hand of fellowship to 
his brother, and join in devout 
acclaim to Jehovah and his 
Christ?’ 
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Nov. 238, 1818, 
Str, 

Proceeding to enquire, as pro- 
posed, p. 713, with what suc- 
cess the scholar Dr. Gregory at- 
tempted to confute the mechanic 
John Smith, I cannot refrain from 
applying to the former that senu- 
ment naturally excited by unex- 
pected changes in human affairs, 
and for which the Mantuan Bard 
has so often supplied the exprese 
sion. 


Nescia mens hominym fati, sortisque 
future. 
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Or according to Pitt, 


—Man too haughty in a prosp’rous 
state 

Grows blind and heedless of his future 
fate.. 

Dr. Gregory had consigned to 
the flames the ** Designed End of 
the Socinian Controversy,” hardly 
sparing the author, or rather al. 
most suggesting a writ de heretico 
comburendo, as hisreward. Our 
scholar, no doubt, expected that 
his own learned volume would 
Enlighten climes and mould a future 

age. 

Least of all could he. have 
imagined that, when that volume 
had accompanied many a mighty 
tume to oblivion, the tract of John 
Smith, a century after its first 
appearance, would find an editor 
in a biblical scholar with whom 
Dr. G. might not have thought it 
a disparagement to have been com. 
pared. Yet Michael Dodson, to 
whom I refer, and whom I had 
the pleasure and advantage of 
knowing, could have been no 
competitor with the Doctor in 
what Jortin calls, the Agonistic 
style, for he never employed either 
his tongue or his pen “ to bring a 
railing accusation.” 

That learned and excellent man 
discovered, as | have been credibly 
informed, among some waste pa- 
per, the tract of John Smith. Mr. 
Dodsun was then treasurer, and 
an active member of the Unitarian 
Society, among whose tracts it 
was re-published with the following 
introduction. 

** Advertisement to the second 
edition in 1793. 

“ It is presumed, that the good 
sense which abounds in this little 
tract will recommend it to the at- 
tention of the friends of truth and 
free enquiry, although it is certain, 
that since the author’s time, great 





improvements have been made in 
translaung and explaining many 
passages of scripture cited in it. 
‘The doctrine of the Trinity, which 
he opposeth, hath been proved by 
many learned men, in the present 
century, to derive its chief support 
from false readings and false trans. 
lations of the Bible. M. D.” 
Mr. Dodson, who was certainly 
intended by these initials, was 
aware that John Smith had ‘never 
referred to the original languages, 
or examined critically the common 
version, of the Bible, to which his 
enquiries appear to have been 
confined, He no more doubts 
than his opponent the authenticity 
of the heavenly witnesses, though 
he gives as the sense of that forgery 
(p. 24), ‘* these three are one, as 
to the record which they are there 
said to bear.’? Dr. G. has quoted 
that text in seven different places. 
Thus friendly to the Trinitarian 
hypothesis was the pious fraud, 
though as Lardner remarks (W. 
ix, 172), ‘* fictions when detected 
and exposed, in the end, weaken 
the cause for the sake of which 
they are contrived.” Yet Dr, 
G., not anticipating a Porson 
or a Griesbach, says of his fa- 
vourite text (p. 128.), that it does 
** so gall the Socinians, that they 
would ‘willingly expunge and blot 
it quite out of the Canon.” Of 
the miraculous conception, John 
Smith makes no question, but he 
is evidently perplexed (p. 25.), and 
gives some advantage to his op- 
ponent (p. 132.) on ‘ the equailty 
of God and Christ,” by adopting 
the mistranslation of Phil, ii, 6. 
Dr. G. is also severe upon him 
for what he says (p. 34.) “ Of the 
coming down of Christ from hea- 
ven,” accusing him of following 
‘« the foolish imagination, and the 
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silly dream of Lelius Socinus,”’ as 
to the assumption of Christ into 
heaven before his public ministry. 
Lzlius Socinus, our polite scholar 
compares to a deluded fanatic of 
the doctor’s own time. This was 
one ** John Mason, who vainly 
imagined that Christ was come 
down from heaven.”’ (pp. 197, 8). 

To another opinion strenuously 
maintained by the Polish Reform. 
er, on the worship-of Christ, John 
Smith is no convert. On ‘* the 
object of divine worship,” (p. 43.) 
he says, that in ** numerous and 
plain places, the scriptures makes 
God and not Christ to be the alone 
object of our divine addresses.’’ 
Thus, though now traduced as a 
Socinian, he might, in a former 
age, and another country, have 
been “*a companion in tribula. 
tion” of Francis David. ‘That 
consistent Unitarian suffered, if 
not under the persecution of Faus- 
tus Socinus, yeton his principle 
of the magistrate’s right to re- 
strain and punish heretics, That 
principle he avowed, like the 
Reformer of Geneva, while both 
had forgotten the reproof of their 
common Master, “ ye know not 
what spirit ye are of.” 

The tract of John Smith is in- 
deed chiefly valuable, as it proves 
how the Unitarian doctrine per- 
vades even the common version of 
the Bible under all the disadvan- 
tages of a translation, by a Trini. 
tarian clergy, from a text which 
the learned orthodox themselves 
now admit to have been, in many 
places, incorrect. Yet his learn- 
ed opponent has very slender 
claims to the reputation of a bi- 
blical student, He generally 
answers John Smith, not by a 
critical examination of the 
sages in question, but by adopting 


the language of some Greek or 
Latin father. His opinion indeed 
appears to have been directly op- 
posed to that of John Haies, who, 
in his “ tract on Schism,” scanda. 
lized Archbishop Laud, by the 
assertion that “‘ Church Authority 
is nothing.” Dr, G. on the con. 
trary, carrics to a singular height 
his regard for antiquity. At 
p- 320, he says, without inter- 
posing one historic doubt, ** there 
is a tradition that Gregory sur 
named Thaumaturgus, received 
a system of faith by revelation ; 
a creed, embraced, saith Gerard 
Vossius, both by the Eastern and 
Western churches.’? This creed 
came under the examination of 
Lardner (W. iti, 49—52), who 
determines it to be * a fiction of 
the fourth century, after the rise 
and heats of the controversy about 
the Trinity.” 

John Smith, before he proceed. 
ed to prove, *‘ that no other per- 
son but the Father of Christ was 
God most high,” had premised, 
‘© That there is a God,” and 
‘* That this God is but one in 
nature oressence.” It isnot easy 
to form a fair objection to this 
mode of commencing such an en. 
quiry. Dr. G. however, finds 
fault with it, and thus elegantly 
explains what he sarcastically calls 
its ** prudence and policy,” ob- 
serving, that ‘* a few truths inter- 
mingled amongst many €e/Tors, 
seem like a little sugar sprinkled 
amongst a greater quantity of ratse 
bane, which renders the poison 
the more palatable, and tempts 
the silly and cheated vermin to 
swallow it down so much the 
sooner” (p. 9.) 

At p. 13, Dr. G. is again some- 
what pleasant. John Smith(p-6.) 
had supposed ** two such being® 
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as A and B” and added, “ if the 
person of A can do more than the 
person of B, then the person of 
B cannot do more than the per- 
son of A.”? His opponent chuses 
to ‘* suppose by the letter A, our 
author, and by the letter B, his 
answerer,” and then proceeds, 
*¢ This inference is manifestly un- 
true, for this author’ can make a 
clock, which is more than his an. 
swerer can do; and yet his an- 
swerer can make some shift to 
understand Greek and Latin au. 
thors ; which, I presume, is some- 
what more than our clock-maker 
can do.” 

But I shall extend this paper 
beyond reasonable bounds unless 
Itake for granted, that those of 
your readers who may entertain 
the subject, are as well acquainted 
with the tract of John Smith, as 
they have been hitherto strangers 
to the volume of his learned op- 
ponent. I shall proceed to collect 
a few of the more rare ingredients 
in the composition of the Divine 
Antidote, designing especially to 
notice such arguments for the 
Trinity, as appear not to be relied 
on, if ever proposed, by modern 
Trinitarians. 

The first of these occurs on 
John xvii. 3, at page 19, where 
Dr. G. proceeds to confute John 
Smith, with the “ interpretations 
of such learned men whose judg- 
ments are far to be preferred be- 
fore that ofan illiterate mechanic.” 
He then quotes from St. Austin, 
with approbation, that “ the order 
in which these words are to be 
understood is this, that they may 
know thee and Jesus Christ, whom 
thou hast sent, to be the one true 
God. Qrdo verborum est, ut Te 
et quem misisti Jesum Christum, 
cognoscant wnum.verum Deum.” 





No. X. 783 
Aug. de Trin. L. vic. 9, Neither 
St. Austin nor Dr. Gregory 


to have considered that, Ssedeens 
reputed orthodox among the mo 
derns, they thus, robbed the Tri. 
nity of a third person, or, accords 
ing to Calvin’s scholastic charge 
against Servetus, plucked an by. 
postasis from the Divine Essence, 
In the train of St. Austin appear 
Tertullian, Athanasius, Chrysose 
tom, Theophylact. ‘‘ All these and 
more come flocking’’ to astound 
John Smith with their native 
Greek and Latin, ** words of learns 
ed length and thundering sound,” 
though translated for the benefit 
of the Mechanic and his English 
readers. 

To ** prove that the God of 
Israel was more than one person” 
Dr. G. adduces (p. 30,) the cons 
duct of Abraham, Gen, xviii. }, 
when ‘* three men stood by him,” 
who the Doctor says, ‘are supe 
posed, and not without reason, to 
be the three persons in the Goda 
head, who were then. pleased to 
disguise themselves and appear in 
the shape of men.” That ‘* God 
the Father might be” one of these 
men, Dr. G. thus argues: ** Bes 
cause we find him represented 
under the notion of a man by out 
blessed Saviour himself, and that 
more than once ; when our Lord 
said, ‘* A certain man planted a 
vineyard,’ and again, ‘ @ certain 
man made ‘a great supper,’ ’tig 
sure that by this * certain man,” 
our Lord in both these texts meant 
God his Father.’”? Let no reades 
exclaim risum |fencatis, ffor Dri 
G. is quite serious, | 

John Smith had asked (p. 9.), 
‘how can he be God himself; 
who truly is no other than the 
Son of God?” On this subject 
Dr. G, dilates through ten. pages 
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(58—68) in language not al! pro- 
per for quotation, yet such as the 
doctrine of the miraculous concep- 
tion hzs too often occasioned. 
This learned divine, however, 
(p. 6-) at length satisfies himself, 
if not his reader, with the follow. 
ing result of his argument. ‘* If 
asheep beget a sheep, if a man 
beget a man, we may easily con. 
ceive that since a God begets a 
Son, he begets such a son as is in 
all respects like himself; a son 
whois a God, but though another 
person, yet not another God,”’ 
Dr. G. discovers how much he 
possessed the spirit of an impartial 
inquirer at the opening of his 10th 
section, (p- 69.) Against ** this 
Socinian seribbler,”? who *‘ makes 
bold to tell the world that Chris¢ 
as not the true God,” he practises 
a ruse de guerre, once a favour. 
ite stratagem among orthodox po. 
Jemics, and not yet, I fear, en. 
tirely exploded, Dr. G. calls out, 
as if hornmbly affrighted, Audis, 
Jupiter hoc, nec labra moves? and 
adds, ** ‘tis infinite patience that 
our Lord bears with such blas- 
phemers.” He then complains, 
that ** councils, fathers, school. 
men, and many other pious and 
learned divines, must now truckle 
and submit their judgments to 
this grand theologue, the clock. 
maker, this mechanic and apron. 
divine.’” Against such a simple 
theologue, Dr. G.(p. 86) brings 
Theophylact to prove that the 
power given to Christ,’”’ as our 
Lord acknowledges, Matt. xxviii, 
18. “ was altogether given him by 
himself, i.e. by his deity to his 
manhood.” The doctor, after. 
wards, (p. 87) thus corroborates 
this opimon. ‘* Since God the 
Father did, from eternity, com. 
municate to his Son bis own en 





tire essence, and with it his omni. 
potence, we may justly say that 
when this Son of his was pleased 
to take upon him the nature of 
man, and in that nature to work 
many miracles, the power where. 
by he wrought them, though ori- 
ginally received frem his Father, 
was then his own 5 exercised by 
himself as being man, but re- 
ceived from himself, as being 
God.” 

Dr. G. on the hypothesis of two 
natures in Christ, says, (p. 287) 
that “ our Lord, in respect of his 
divine nature, is the Son of the 
first person only: and that person 
alone, upon that account, is often 
called the Father of our Lord Je- 
sus Christ.” But that ‘* our 
Lord, in regard of his human nae 
ture, may not unfitly be called the 
Son of the whole Trinity ; the first 
person contriving his incarnation, 
the second freely comsenting to it, 
and the third effecting it.” The 
doctor’s Trinity, however, is that 
of South rather than of Sherlock. 
At p. 169, he supposes “a trium- 
virate, three men invested with 
equal power,—obliged jointly to 
concur in every act,’’ so that 
‘© not one of the three could be 
spared.” Dr. G. * if it be law- 
ful parvis componere magna, 
would say that this case doth 
somewhat resemble and illustrate 
that of the three glorious persons 
in the godhead.” He adds, that 
from the “ unity of théir nature, 
there ariseth one will, one operd- 
tion.” ; 

Dr. G. in the latter part of his 
volume, labours to prove the de- 
ity ofthe Holy Ghost, as a persoo 
distinct from the Father. Yet, 
stating the orthodox notion of s®- 
tisfaction, p. 262, he says, “ this 
is enough to prove that there a5* 
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at least fwo persons in the God. 
head, the one satisfied, the other 
satisfying.” And, im another 
place, instead of stating a trinity 
as indispensable, he admits to John 
Smith, (p. 172) that * were there 
but one person truly God, an inf. 
nite, almighty, and most wise 
Being, that ore person so quali. 
fied, would be, as this man 
saith, as sufficient to all the pur. 
poses of the Godhead as ten thou. 
sand deities.”” Dr. G. indeed, 
appears, once, to have been not 
far from ‘* the simplicity that is 
in Christ,” in the following pas. 
sage, (p. 144) allowing for a few 
unscriptural qualifications in ita- 
lics. 

“ Our blessed Saviour, as de 
was man, increased in wisdom by 
degrees, as other men do ; yet al 
afar higher rate, and far greater 
measures, yet not so as to become 
omniscient ; for the particular day 
and hour of the last judgment was 
concealed from his Auman soul, 
nor was there any need that it 
should be revealed to him es man, 
because it was no part of that doc. 
trine, wherein he was to instruct 
the world, It was enough that 
Christ es man, was furnished 
with so much knowledge, as ena- 
bled him to reveal the whole will 
of God, to instruct his church, to 
solve all doubts, to confute all 
errors, and to understand the very 
hearts and thoughts of men.” 

Such is the best account of the 

by - ava 
composition of Dr. Gregory's ** Di- 
vine Antidote’? which Iam bble 
to give, Those who wish to pur- 
sue the subject further than either 
inclination or leisure will carry 
me, may find the volume in the 
valuable library of Dr. Williams. 
lam surprised that Mr, Dodson 
er some other Unitarian, never 
VoL, Vill, 5k 





discovered it, as at P. 245 ot 
the Catalogue the work is thus 
described.——"* Gregory's (Fran.) 
Antidote against a Devilish Poy. 
son, in answer to John Smit 

1690."" Lam not aware that I 
have misrepresented Dr, Gregory, 
and I cannot forbear the remark, 
that it such was the force of argu- 
ment wielded by a learned Trini. 
tarian, it is no wonder that the 
Trinity should soon require to be 


supported by the argument of 


torce, This was obtained in 1698, 
under the specious form of an 
* Act for the more effectual supe 
pressing blasphemy and profanee 
ness.’” This Act, as is well known, 
1s just repealed by general consent, 
as it concerned Unitarian Chris- 
uans; though unbelievers are still 
denied their rights as citizens, 
while Christianity is encumbered 
and discredited by an affected 
support from the civil magis. 
trate! How superior to church. 
statesmen and state-churchmen 
does Lardner appear on this sub. 
ject. Thatenlightened Christian, 
speaking of Augustine’s discussions 
with some Pagans of his time, 
adds, (W. ix. 188) **it this freedom 
of debate had still continued, and 
been openly allowed and encou. 
raged, and the arguments for Chris. 
tanily had been proposed with 
mildness, it would have been hoe 
nourable to the Christian religion, 
and us further progress would 
have been more advanced than by 
any external force and violence 
whatever,’’ 

I will add here, that Dr, Gre. 
gory mentions incidentally, (p. 293) 
as * a late Socinian book, A Letter 
tothe Reverend Clergy of both the 
Universities.” Of this book I 
know nothing except the little 


there mentioned, It appears te 
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have been written against church- 
authority, and is consistent with 
its motto, Non quis sed quid. Dr. 
G. had before remarked, (p. 118) 
*¢ *Tis not very long since a book, 
entitled the Naked Gospel, was 
burnt at Oxford; a book wherein 
its author did seem somewhat to 
favour the Socinian heresie, and 
by some expressions obliquely to 
question our Lord’s divinity.” 
For the following information on 
this subject I am indebted to Wood 
Athen. Oxon. (ii. 950) under the 
article of ** Arthur Bury, rector of 
Lincoln College, Oxford,’ a- 
mong whose writings he mentions 

** The Naked Gospel, disco- 
vering 1. What was the gospel 
which our Lord and Apostles 
preached. 2. What additions and 
alterations later years have made 
to it. 3. What advantages and da. 
mages have thereupon ensued. Part 
Ast of Faith. London, 1690. 4to. 
said in the title to be written by a 
trueson of the Church of England, 
and yet in p. 83, he expressly de- 
nies the doctrine of the Church of 
England. —26th July,ejected from 
his rectory of Lincoln College by 
Jonathan [Trelawney] Bishop of 
Exeter. Thereby laying open a 
way for other miseries to follow 
on the learned author, certain 
masters of the universities, like 
valiant Sancho Panchas, endea- 
voured to make his fall the greater 
by subscribing tojseveral petitions, 
by them drawn up, to be given to 
the vice-chancellor, for further 
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execution to be done for the au. 
thor’s writing the said book.” 

Wood then mentions *‘ a cone 
vocation, 18th August,’? which 
decreed, ‘* that in the said book, 
called the Naked Gospel, were 
certain impious and heretical pro- 
positions, repugnant to the chief 
mysteries of faith in the Catholic 
church, especially in that of En 
gland.”” In consequence: of a 
subsequent decree by the convo- 
cation, the book was ‘* publicly 
burnt in the schools’ quadrangle.” 
Dr. Bury had previously publish. 
ed ‘* An Apology for writing the 
Naked Gospel, of which Wood 
gives no character, but a correse 
pondent of Atterbury, (Sept- 1, 
1690. Epis. Cor. i. 6.) says ** it 
is sufficiently provoking.” 

Dr. Bury, however, according 
to Wood, made his peace with 
the church, and was restored to 
his rectory, probably as a reward 
for the following, which Wood 
gives as his last publications, 
** The Doctrine of the Holy Trie 
nity, placed in its true Light, by 
an Answer to alate Book, entitled 
Animadversions upon Dr. Shere 
lock’s Book. Lond. 1694. 4to. 
The Doctrine of the Incarnation of 
our Lord asserted and explained.” 

Dr. Bury might have taken the 
hint of his title from a publication 
by Bishop{Croft in 1675, (B. Brit. 
iv. 463) to promote a comprehen. 
sion. That was entitled “‘ The Nae 
ked Truth, or the true State of 
the Primitive Church.” 


VERMICULUS. 
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REVIEW. 


“ Still pleas’d to praise, yet not afraid to blame.—Pork. 


_—--— 


ArtT.I. 4 Reply to the Strictures of 
the Kev. Isaac Milner, D. D. 
Dean of Carlisle, &c. By Herbert 
Marsh, D. D. F. R.S. Mar. 
garet Professor of Divinity in 
Cambridge. Cambridge, print- 
ed. Sold by Rivingtons, Lon. 
dan: 1813. Svo. pp. 41. Ap- 
pendix. pp. 29. 

The question really at issue 
between Dr. Marsh and his op- 
ponents, in the controversy rela- 
ting tothe Bible Society, is whe- 
ther it be consistent with the 
obligations of the ministers and 
members of a Protestant estab. 
lished church to join an institution 
which proposes to itself the ex. 
clusive object of circulating the 
Holy Scriptures? This inquiry, 
already replied to in the aftirma. 
tive by the Scottish clergy, some 
of the disputants have, neverthe. 
less, forgotten, in their attention 
to thuse minor points of debate, 
and, we are sorry to add, alter- 
cation into which they have been 
betrayed. ‘Ihe accusation emi- 
nently applies to Dean Milner in 
his Strictures,&c.: andit holds good 
in an inferior degree of the Mar- 
garct Professor. 


—* Nothing,” says our author 
(p. 1.), “ would have induced me to 
write again on that now exhausted 
subject (the Bible Society), if I had not 
been compelled by the most extraordi- 
nary piece of controversial divinity, 
which ever issued from the press.” 


After a sketch of his former 
antibiblical labours, after a short 
narrative, in the course of which 





he tells us that the Prayer Book 
is “ the bulwark of the established 
church,’™* he states it(4) as the 
avowed object of Dr. Milner’s 
Strictures to depreciate his oppo- 
nent in the estimation of the public. 
Then follows, first, a complaint, 
for aught we know not unreason. 
able, of the period which the said 
Doctor selected for laying them 
before the world, and, next, @ 
censure, which we are sure he 
richly deserves, for introducing 
much irrelevant matter into the 
controversy. With these charges 
is mixed w poignant sarcasm on 
the silence of the Lucasian pro- 
fessor from his chair: and we 
have afterwards a formal accusas 
tion against him for advisedly and 
unnecessarily bringing forward 
certain passages in the polemical 
history of his antagonist. Passing 
** from grave to gay,”? Dr. Marsh 
laughs, and raisesa laugh, at one 
chapter of the Strictures, which 
is entitled The Dean of Carlisle’s 
Infirmities; upon which topic he 
thus comments (7, 8): 

* Now what connexion there can be 
between his Strictures and his infirmi- 
ties, or what connexion his infirmities 
can have with the Bible Society, I am 
utterly at a loss to comprehend ; though 
I can easily see, that if Dr. Milner, ine 
stead of confining the title of Infirmitics 
to asingle chapter, had made it the title 
of his whole book, it would have perfectly 
suited the contents. But however con- 


sistcnt it are bs with the elegant feel- 
ings of Dr. Milner, to inform the pub- 





* See also p. 28. 
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lic of his ‘ powerful medicines,’* he duty to put forth their first efforts 
should not have forgotten, that he had for the diffusion of the Sacre ry 

previousiy compared himself with Her- - e sacred V 0- 
cules, in whose arms his adversary was lume, It is evident to common 
© squeczed to death’+ Now we readof understandines that Bibles will be 
Hercules in the cradle strangling ser dispersed more cheaply, and there. 


pents; we read of Hercules and his ctl eanen eid i 
twelve labours , we read of Hercules at dle ly ’ by an institution 


the court of Omphale ; but Hercules, in which limits itself to this object 
a course of phystc, 18 a scene, Which nei- than by one whose design is less 
ther poet nor painter, before Dr. Milner, simple, and whose spirit is less 


- . » . ” Y 
had ever attempted to describe. comprehensive. A Churchman 


We have taken a survey, thus who patronizes the British and 
far, of Dr. Marsh’s Introduction. Foreign Society, declares by this 
The body of his Reply, is divided act that he considers the scriptures 
into two parts. as the fountain of religious truth: 

Of the eight chapters which but be neither expressly nor ime 
compose Part I. we deem it un- plicitly signifies an indifference to 
necessary lo lay an analysis before jhe circulation of the Liturgy; any 
our readers. ‘The reasoning there more than the dissenting members 
employed (and it is eminently close of this association, signify an ine 
and skilful) Professor Marsh ad- difference to the circulation of 
dresses solely to churchmen,— their several hymns and cate. 
much of it indeed exclusively to chisms, 

Dr. Milner; and it proceeds so Dr. Marsh having thus finished 
little on general principles, and is his general defence of the inquiry 
s0 remotely connected with any into the consequences, &c. pro- 
general and important inference, ceeds, in the second part of this 
that it bas interested us merely as Reply, to defend it in reference 
an example of very superier ine to particular points; and inter- 
genuity and talent, We are of mixes and subjoins remarks on 
opinion that the author’s argument yarious subjects connected with it. 
directed against the Dean of Car- —_ He animadverts with a warmth 
lisle. and Mr, Simeon in the not disproportioned to the occasion 
chapter which bears for its. title, upon the Deanof Carlisle’s attempt 
“* Artiulness of the Attempt to get to injure his high literary repulae 
rid ef the Fact by the Means of tion (66): 

Substitution,” is perfectly cone — ¢ It seems then,” says he, * that my 
clusive. On the other band, he authority must be lessened, in order to 
has not dealt quite fairly, we think, invalidate my reasons. And all that I 
with those of his clerical brethren have written is to be ransacked for 


» B: Socie any possible mistakes, which are to 
who support the Bible Society, save. on ddpumaante. treun aaa ane 


when be represents them asjusti- | must be wrong on the subject of the 
fying absolutely and without any Bible Society. In how amiable a light 


eer : ; : hus 
qualification the non-distribution does Dr. Milner appear, when he ¢ 
of the Prayer Book. All which 2°°WS bis design to degra:'e his oppo- 
wa - ie Co nent—and how logical is the conclusion, 
in equity can be collected from ¢hat an author must be wrong in one 
their conduct and their language place, if he is wrong in another’ 

is, that they regard it as their fp every numerous association, 
~ some weak and rude and ignorant 


* Strictures, p. 379. +1b.p.4a persons may be found: and we 
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are less astonished than grieved 
that the Margaret Professor has 
been assailed with abusive letters 
from individuals of this descrip- 
tion. Surely, his discernment and 
impartiality will forbid him to 
identify them with the cause of 
which they are the advocates: nor 
need he be apprehensive (69) that 
he may be required to make some 
other sacrifice besides the sacrifice 
of his character.—The Particular 
Baptists of this country, we are 
happy to learn (70), have presented 
him with ‘a very valuable token 
of their esteem,” for the publica. 
tion of his History of Scripture 
Translations, in which justice is 
rendered to the biblical labours 
oftheir missionaries at Serampore, 
Those missionaries merit no com. 
mon praise for their zeal, discre- 
tion and perseverance: and, ob- 
serving the direction of their stu. 
dies in India, Dr. Marsh styles 
that class of Protestant Dissenters 
to which they belong, ‘* a very 
respectable and learned body.” 
His chapters on Calvinism, fur- 
nish some acute remarks in relauon 
to the nature and tendency of the 
system and the history of the 
controversy. Speaking of the 
popular doctrine of predestination, 
or more correctly of absolute de. 
crees, he affirms (84), ‘ There is 
no middle path. On the subject 
of predestination we can have no 
such thing as Aal/f a Calvinist, or 
a moderate Calvinist.”” ‘This isa 
fair and not an unimportant infer- 
ence. When however we see the 
ingenious reasonings by which it is 
endeavoured, on the one side, to 
shew that the articles of the Church 
of England are Calvinistic, and, 
on the other, to vindicate them 
from this representation, we must 
suppose that our Professor will not 
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seriously defend clerical subserip. 
tion as essential tor preserving 
unity of faith! 

We copy the following sentences 
(129, 130), because they describe 
a memorable incident in Dr, 
Marsh’s public life, and contain 
information of which, it is proba. 
ble, some of our readers have not 
been hitherto in possession : 

*¢ When in 1798 the public opinion 
on the Continent ran like a_ torrent 
against England, aad the miseries oce 
casioned by the war in Germany, ex- 
cited a clamour against us as the repu- 
ted authors of it; when the journalists 
in the pay of France teemed with abuse 
of England, and they who were attached 
to us were afraid to defend us, I laid 
aside Theology to vindicate my coun- 
try. I stood alone against .a host of 
adversaries, who loaded me with invec. 
tives, though with invectives far short 
of Dr. Milner’s. But I persevered ; and 
I changed the public opinion, from 
hatred of England to praises of England. 
In a work, written in the German 
language, I proved that we were not the 
authors of the war.” 

—‘* The Dissenters and Methodists,” 
observes Professor Marsh, when refer- 
ring tothem as members of Auxiliary 
Bible Societies (137), ** are now called 
annually together in ceunty meetings, 
where public speeches are made, which 
are much better calculated to inflame 
the passions than to inform the judg- 
ment,” 


This language is unhandsome : 
nor has it the authority of nume. 
rous and acknowledged facts. 
Some of the speeches delivered at 
these meetings, are perhaps ill 
calculated ‘* to inform the judg. 
ment:? some are examples of a 
very bad taste in composition ; 
but, with few exceptions, they 
have no tendency to inflame the 
angry passions, In general, they 
breathe the spirit of conciliation 
and good-will. Many have been 
remarkably argumentative, e¢lo- 
quent and appropriate; while 
others, it must be confessed, pare 
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take more largely of the style of 
sermous and homilies than suits 
the character of a miscellaneous 
assembly, convened for the trans. 
action of public business. 

In one of his notes (138) Dr. 
Marsh adverts to the conduct of 
an Unitarian Vice-President of a 
Bible Society in the Western part 
of Middlesex. Now there is rea- 
son to believe that our author has 
not obtained a correct acquain- 
tance with the circumstances of 
the case; and we have seen a very 
different account of it, in a Ma. 
gazine which the Professor will nog 
suspect of being partial to Unita- 
rians.* The fact seems to have 
been that the gentleman in ques_ 
tion did, in his individual capa- 
city, and in a manner and at sea. 
sons perfectly distinct from his 
exertions as a member and officer 
of the society, give away tracts 
in explanation and defence of the 
Unitarian doctrine. Al! this he 
had as much a right to do as the 
offended clergyman had to distri. 
bute Prayer Books, Church Ca- 
techisms, &c. Whetherany, and 
what, hand-bills were published 
by him, we are ignorant. If it 
be true that some of the style and 
tenor here represented, were put 
into circulation, we shall not he- 
sitate to condemn the measure as 
the expression of ** a zeal for God 
which is not according to know- 
ledge.” 

We transcribe the Margaret 
Professor’s CONCLUSION (141), 
upon part of which we shall take 
the liberty of offering our Stric- 
tures : 





* One of the late numbers of the 
Gentleman’s Magazine. The matter is 
also noticed in the Mon, Repos. Vol. 
VUL. p. 350, 351. 
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**] have now given an answer to 
every thing important in Dr. Milner’s 
book: and I hope it will be the fase 
time, that I shall have occasion to write 
about the Bible Society, I have written 
at present for the purpose of self-defence; 
and I shall be grateful to the public if 
I have a patient hearing. I have long 
since abandoned the thought of opposing 
the Bible Society. When an institution 
is supported with all the fervour of re- 
ligious enthusiasm, and is aided by the 
weight of such powerful additional 
causes, an attempt to oppose it, is like 
attempting to oppose a torrent of burn- 
ing lava, that issues from Etna or Ve- 
suvius. Even this answer to Dr, Mil- 
ner, in my own defence, is a work of 
dubious enterprize. I stand opposed, 
notonly to Dr. Milner, and all the 
minor advocates of the Society ; I stand 
opposed to almost every periodical pub- 
lication, from the Edinburgh Review 
down to the Christian Observer; to say 
nothing of the Evangelical Magazine, 
and the other broods of Methodism, 
which are hatched at the expiration of 
every month, and peck by instinct at 
the Margaret Professor. Dr. Milner 
indeed has declared that I have nothing 
further to expect from him : and I heart- 
ily rejoice to hear it. It is the wisest 
resolution he can now make. A wiser 
resolution he might have made,—if he 
had resolved not to write at all.” 


If, when he describes the Bible 
Society as supported ‘* with al] 
the fervour of religious enthusi- 
asm,” Professor Marsh means no 
more than that its friends are ac- 
tuated by the strong impulse of 
religious feeling, they plead guilty 
to the charge, and would be a- 
shamed of not having their best 
affections awakened in such & 
cause. But if he would intimate 
that they are hurried away by their 
emotions, without consulting their 
understandings, they reply that 
the accusation is neitherlegiumate 
nor decorous. 

Again, Why should he speak 
of ** a torrent of burning lava, that 
issues from Etna or Vesuvius?” 
He will perhaps answer that he 
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borrows this image to illustrate a 
single point, to characterize the 
resistless force with which the Bi- 
ble Society gains upon public ap. 
probation. May it not however 
be apprehended that numbers of 
his readers will consider him as 
expressing by this language Ais 
sense of the qualities and effects of 
the institution? This interpreta. 
tion they will the more readily 
put upon it, as they view the So- 
ciety in the light—not of a deso- 
lating volcano, whose liquid fires 
are preceded by terror and fol. 
lowed by famine, but—of a ma- 
jestic and fertilizing river, that 
adorns and blesses the countries 
through which its waters fall. 

It is curious to mark the con- 
tempt which Dr. Marsh has for 
“‘the Evangelical Magazine, and 
the other broods of Methodism, 
which are hatched at the expira- 
tion of every month, and peck by 
instinct at the Margaret Professor’ 
And, truly, for thus ** pecking,” 
they would soon be devoured b 
the object of their attack, did they 
not flee to a very convenient shel- 
ter, where they are safe from the 
hawk and from other birds of prey. 
The feeblest advocates of the Bible 
Society are secure under the de- 
fence afforded them by the Protes. 
tant principles, and in the use of 
the weapons with which they are 
thence supplied, So far as argu. 
ment is concerned (for invective 
must be put out of the question), 
they may triumph here over even 
the Margaret Professor, who, we 
repeat, whatever he proves or 
disproves, has not shewn that any 
member of a Protestant church 
violates his duty, or compromises 
his character, by joining in the 
most practicable measures for the 
diffusion of the scriptures. 
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In the Appendix the scientific 
and academical readers of the 
Reply will find a very rich treat : 
Dr. Marsh employs one section of 
it in defending the principle on 
which his theorem was founded 
for determining the identity of 
manuscripts, against the objections 
of his antagonist, and in exposing 
the falsehood of the Dean of Car- 
lisle’s principle of computation; 
in the remaining section he points 
out Dr. Milner’s extraordinary 
mistake about the meaning of Sir 
Isaac Newton’s Veracausa; and 
his consequent false application 
of it to the hypothesis on the three 
first gospels. 

** Enough and more than 
enough” of personality is visible 
inthis pamphlet. Yet we are rae 
ther disposed to compliment Dr. 
Marsh on his forbearance when 
we consider the provocation he 
received: and we think that he is 
very properly and wisely silent 
respecting not a,few passages in the 
Strictures. Perspicuity charace 
terizes him as a writer—acuteness, 
sagacity, correctness and vigour as 
a reasoner; and his argumentative 
style only needs a higher degree 
of relief to be singularly excellent. 
At present it has somewhat too 
dry and mathematical a form; 
and it admits of being enlivened 
by well-timed references to other 
subjects. Even with this defect, 
it claims our commendation. The 
mind derives a literary pleasure 
from powerful works of contro~ 
versy, independently on the interest 
of their topics: and there are 
paragraphs in the Margaret Pros 
fessor’s Reply which must rank 
among the finest specimens of this 


kind of composition. : 
N. 
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792 Revtew.—Simpson’s Essays on the Language of Scripture. 


Art. Il. Essays on the Language 


of Scripture; with Additions and 

Corrections. In two Volumes 

By JobnSimpsen. Bath, printed. 

Sold in London by Egerton, 

and by Julnson and Co. 1812, 

Svo, Vol. |. pp. 496. Vol. II. 

p. 380. 
[Concluded from p. 682.]} 

The Seventh Essay is ** An 
Explanation of John i, 1—18.” 
Here Mr. Simpson first investi. 
gates the true sense of the princi- 
pal words and phrases, the mean- 
ing of which has been disputed ; 
a task that he considers as neces. 
sary, in order to ascertain the real 
signification of this difficult pas- 
sage of scripture. After giving 
critical notes on almost every 
word, he exhibits a new transla. 
tion and paraphrase of this cele. 
brated Jatroduction, which he 
next illustrates by parallel pas- 
sages in Isaiah, and in the dis. 
courses and memoirs of Christ, 
particularly those which are re. 
corded in the gospel written by 
John. 

To shew the view which Mr, 
S. takes of the Evangelist’s Proem, 
we shall copy part of his version 
and of his paraphrase; 

“In the beginning was the word 
[From the commencement of his public 
life Jesus was a teacher of ea gene 
and a publisher of glad tidings], and 
the word was with God {To this 
preacher the Most High imparted ex- 
traordinary wisdom and power, and 
the privilege of speaking and acting in 
his name}, and the word was a God 
[As it was on account of similar divine 
coramunications, that the Supreme Be- 
ing himself cailed Moses a God; that 
Jewish writers called those men gods, 
to whom the word of God came; that 
Christ himself countenanced this mean- 
ing of the term ; and chat Isaiah pre- 
dicted the Messiah by the names Je- 
hovah and God; so, in the same sense, 
Jesus wasa God). This ‘‘ word” was 
in the beginning with God [This teacher 


was, from the beginning of his ministry 
aided in a much greater degree thaw 
any other prophet by the Divine Spirit, 
in order to qualify him for his superior 
ofhce}]. All things were formed by 
him; and without him was not an 

thing formed that was formed [ All that 
regeneration of mankind which the gos. 
pel produced, was effected by his in- 
strumentality; and without this not any 
reformation was accomplished by it. 
Comp. 2 Cor. v.17. Eph. iii. y}] **® 
*® And the word was a man, and 
dwelt among us, and we beheld his 
glory, a glory as of the only begotten 
from the Father, full of the most fa- 
vourable truth [This tcacher was a 
human being, as Isaiah lili. 3. xi. 1, 9; 
and Zechariah vi. 12, foretold he would 
bes and he was born and lived in Judea, 
agreeably to their predictions also, we 
saw and heard glorious displays of his 

heavenly Father's perfections, in his 
wonderful miracles, and the most ins 
portant and reviving truths which God 
revealed by him|}.” 

Our author supports his trans. 
lation and exposition with great 
extent of scriptural knowledge. 
Many of his remarks are highly 
ingenious, and many, we think, 
will stand the test of criticism, 

Commenting upon verse the 
third, he observes, (27), 

“The word yivowxs occurs about 
six hundred and eighty times in the 
New Testament: But 1 cannot find 
that it is ever used by the Apostle John, 
in any of his writings, for proper or- 
ginal creation. Nor can I find that it 
occurs in this sense throughout the 
whole New Testament, excepting | 
two instances, James iii, 9, Heb. iv.3 "fT 

7 q by . 

Upon the words evyevelo ace 
in the same verse he thus criticises 
(33) : 

“ This clause is parallel to the prece 
ding. In the Hebrew style it affirms 





* In p. 52, Mr. S. adverts to the 
opinion that John has here attempted 
*\ a parody on the sublime descripuoa 
of Wisdom in Prov, viii.” He meant 
an tmilation ; a parody being usually, 
if not invariably, a species of burlesque 
composition, 
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negatively, what had been just before a highway for our God:” they 


asserted positively, as in ver. 5 and 30. 
This obviates what might be said re- 
specting the apostles performing the 
greatest part towards the accomplish- 
Jesus says to 
his apostles ywos ens # duvacde 
moisiy g0eyv. John xv, 5. and the whole 
chapter, and chap. xvi. shew that this 
relates to the kingdom of Christ. Where- 
as in the Mosaic institution, all the 
prophets that succeeded Moses acted 
without any direction from, or power 


ment of this reformation. 


communicated by him.” 


Of Isaiah Mr. Simpson says 


(13): 


“ Foretelling the advent of the great 
represeniative of Jehovah, who spake 
and wrought miracles in his wame, and 
uttered the precepts and doctrines which 


the Most High imm: diately communi 


cated to him, he calls the Messiah by 
the names Jehovah, Elohee, and Ado- 


This position of the respectable 
Essayist’s, as it now stands, is 
destitute, we think, of sufficient 
There is no evidence of 


proof. 
Jesus Christ’s being ever called 
Jenovan. The language of the 
inspired writer, to whom the ap- 
peal is made, [Isaiah} will, 
surely, be best explained by such 
texts as Luke vile 16,—** they 
glorified God, saying that @ great 
prophet is risen up among us, and 
that God hath visited his people.” 
Who would argue from this pas. 
sage that our Saviour has the 
name of God? The distinction 
of the Beings spoken of and the 
reason of the phraseology, are 
alike obvious. In the style of 
scripture, and, in particular, of 
sacred prophecy, the Deity is 
represented as himself doing that 
which he does by his instruments. 
There is not the least necessity 
therefore for interpreting of Christ 
personally the clauses [lsaiah 
xl. 3}, ** prepare ye the way of 
Jehovah, make strait in the desert 


VoL, VIII. §. 


are descriptive solely of Htm who 
came to his people Israel by the 
ministry of the Messiah. And 
the same reasoning applies to 
Isaiah Ix. 1: the glory of Jehow 
vah, is the glory under which he 
appeared in Christ’s character, 
doctrine and undertaking. 

A short but valuable Essay 
follows (VIII), which has for its 
title, ** A Dissertation on the 
meaning of the last clause in Hee 
brews 1, 2.” Mr. S. considers 
the proper translation of the words 
Os 8 xa Tes aiwvas eroincey to be 
(101), * by whom also he constie 
tuted the age; namely of the Mes. 
siah ; eminently distinguished for 
moral and religious advantages.” 

This version of the passage is 
extremely well illustrated,—we are 
almost disposed to add, incontro. 
vertibly established. J. D. Mi. 
chaelis* was unreasonably perplex. 
ed as to the sense of Tas aiwvag. 

The ninth Essay is ** On the 
signification of John viii. 58.” To 
the generally received translations 
of the sentence mgiv AS paapu yevere 
Sai eyw eigs this writer objects 
that they leave it in its original 
elliptical and obscure state, take 
eis in a sense different from its 
most common acceptation and 
from the meaning which it bears 
in this very chapter, and also exe 
hibit the 58th verse in contradice 
tion to the 40th verse, and to 
other parts of Scripture. Hethen 
employs the aid of sound criticism 
to confifm the exposition usually 

given of this clause by the Unitae 
rians, to prove that it declares the 
previous appointment of Jesus to 

—— 





* Introd. to N. T. iv. 295. See 
Grotius, in his Prefatory Remarks om 
the Epistle to the Fiebrews. 
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the office of the Messiah, and en. 
tirely accords with his proper hu- 
manity. 

We are next presented (x) with 
‘an Interpretation of 1 Cor. x. 
3, 4.” The following paraphrase 
will briefly express the substance 
and purport of Mr. Simpson’s re- 
marks upon these verses : 


*«* ) Cor. x. 1. Brethren, I would re- 
mind you, that all our fathers were 
under the pillar of cloud and fire, and 
all passed through the Red Sea; Exod. 
Xiv. 28, (0 31; xix. 9,16, 18: ver. 2, 
and were all thus figuratively baptized 
into a belief of the divine authority of 
Moses; ver.3, and all ate the same 
food of spiritual instruction ; ver. 4, 
and all drank the same divine wisdom. 
For they imbibed instruction from Mo- 
ses, who accompanied them, and who 
may figuratively be called the rock on 
which the Jewish Church was built ; 
and the anointed of God, since he was 
solemnly chosen by the Most High to 
be the Mediator between himself and 
the Israelites, through whom he com- 
municated moral and religious direc- 
tions to them, by whose instrumentality 
he formed and established the whole 
Jewish institution; and whom he 
— in an extraordinary manner 
or his distinguished office, by imparting 
divine power and wisdom to him in a 
higher degree than was ever before 
granted to any other man.” 


The novelty of this explanation 

ought not to disgust our readers, 
or to prevent them from weighing 
it with care: it is at least unfolded 
with ability and learning. 
In the next Essay (xi) we have 
an Exposition of 1 Cor. xv, 
29,” which Mr, Simpson trans. 
lates, “* Otherwise, what will they 
guin whoare baptized for a resur- 
rection of the dead! If the dead 
rise not atall, why also are they 
plunged info calamity for their 
resurrection? (or, for a resurrece 
tion of the dead ?”’) 

This passage is, after all, ob. 
scure. We can admit the proprie- 
ty of the manner in which the 
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Essayist supplies the elipsis in 
both questions, But we cannot 
easily believe that Paul, having 
employed the word baptized in its 
literal sense, instantly uses the 
same term in a figurative meaning, 
and this without any change of 
subject! He is speaking, all 
along, of the resurrection of the 
dead: and we imagine that his 
aim in repeating his inquiry, is 
to give it force. 

From Luke xxiv. 45, 46, as 
Mr. S. with truth remarks, ‘* it 
it has been generally inferred that 
the resurrection of the Messiah, 
on the third day after his decease, 
is predicted~in the Old Testa. 
ment’”’ He conceives, however, 
that no clear prediction of this 
fact can there be found; and he 
obesrves, ‘*'The supposition that 
such a prophecy must be some- 
where inthe Old Testament, pro- 
bably originated from its being 
taken for granted, that elw ysypar- 
vai,in Luke xxiv. 46. refers to 
the subsequent’ part of that verse.” 
These words he considers, in his 
twelfth Essay, as relating to what 
precedes in ver. 44 and 45, Ac- 
cordingly, he thus translates and 
points the passage : 

«¢ Then he opened their mind, that 
they might understand the Scriptures; 
and said unto them, that thus it 
written, And so it was necessary that 
the Christ should suffer, and should 
rise again from the dead the third day.” 

This is a very happy example 
of emendatory criticism, in 18 
simplest form. i 

The succeeding Essay, (x"™-) 
is **onthe meaning of Mark i. 
21. 1 Timothy i. 18. Hebrews x1. 
3. Of these texts the first receives 
from Mr. S. this translation: 
‘© And when his own family heard 
of it, they went out to constrain 
him ; for they said he will faint :”’ 
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the second he renders, ‘* This 
charge [ commit unto thee, son 
Timothy, according to former in- 
structions unto thee, that by them 
thou mightest war a good war. 
fare ;” the last,—‘* By the word 
of God we understand that the 
ages were compacted together 
by faith, so that the things 
which are seen were not form. 
ed of things which appeared.” 
We can admire the talent and re. 
search displayed in this Essay, 
without feeling ourselves called 
upon to adopt all the translations, 
&c. which it proposes, 

In the next (xiv), which is of 
greater length and importance, 
“¢ ‘The various characters and titles 
of Jesus Christ” are “‘ explained ; 
and shewn to be ail consistent with 
his proper humanity.” It is di- 
vided into four chapters ; the first 
of which treats of appellations (fi- 
gurative and literal) peculiar to 
Jesus Christ; the second, of titles 
and characters of Jesus similar to 
those which are applied to other 
men; the third, of names and 
appellations of Jesus Christ the 
sane as those which are ascribed 
to other human beings; and the 
remaining one, of titles and cha- 
racters applied only to Jesus Christ 
and to the Father. 

Whoever is desirous of doing 
impartial justice to the Unitarian 
controversy, should make himself 
familiarly acquainted with this 
part of Mr. Simpson’s labours. 
That the illustrations and argu- 
ments of the learned writer will 
leave exactly the same favourable 
impression on the minds even of 
most of his readers, it would be 
extravagant to hope. Neverthe- 
less, they may well lessen the 
confidence of those who affirm 
that the phraseology of scripture 
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represents our Lord Jesus Christ 
as possessing a divine nature and 
descending from a_pre-existent 
state, in order to substitute him- 
self in the place of sinners, and 
make satisfaction tothe offended 
Majesty of heaven. 

Mr. Simpson renders the phrase 
0 vios Te avOowme, the Son of the 
Man, i.e. of David (244—254). 
It ** alludes,” he tells us, ** not to 
the depressed or exalted condition 
of Jesus, but to his lineage and 
ancestry, as one character of the 
Messiah.’? We entertain a doubt 
whether the article has in this 
plaee exactly the force ascribed to 
it by our author: we are rather 
inclined to consider rs avigwtéy 
as put, by way of emphasis, for 
the human race, and not for any 
particular individual. The Ese 
suyis’s own observation (270) 
respecting the omission of the 
article in Matt. xiv. 33 and Rom. 
i. 4, may shew us that, in the 
criticism of the New Testament, 
no very great stress should be laid 
on either its occurrence or its 
absence. 

We have already animadverted 
on the opinion that Jesus Christ 
is described personally in Isaiah 
xl. 3 (265). That Mr. 5S. 
should argue to this effect, seems 
the more wonderful, in Consee 
quence of his having excellently 
pointed out (294) the various 
ways in which God the Father 
and Jesus are clearly distinguished 
from each other as two different 
beings. 

He explains Rev. xxi. 6, and 
some similar texts, very ingeni- 
ously, and thus paraphrases the 
words, ** I am the Alpha and the 
Omega, &c.” “J shew, or re« 
veal, the beginning and the end, 
or the whole course of events 
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which are foretold in this book.”’ 
These words he pronounces to be 
titles, not attributes. His inter- 
pretation, we presume, will re- 
commend itself to the attentive, 
inquiring reader. 

The fifteenth Essay is *‘ on the 
Signification of mvevua ypisa@ in 
1 Pet. i. 11.”—'This he renders, 
the inspiration of a prophet, or 
the prophetic inspiration. With- 
out hastily adopting his transla. 
tion of the phrase, or decidedly 
rejecting it, we shall observe that 
the apostle’s language is not ne- 
cessarily to be understood of 
Christ’s inspiring the Jewish pro- 
phets, and that rvewua yeoise may 
probably mean ¢he prophetic inspt- 
ration which had Christ, most 
eminently, for its object; the 
construction and the force of the 
expression being similar to those of 
wisiy 68 in Mark xi, 22.° 

We are now conducted by the 
order of these Essays to one (xvi) 
which is not a little remarkable, 
** on the signification of the word 
wapaxrytos in the New Testa. 
ment.’’ After citing the four pas. 
sages where it occurs in our Lord’s 
discourses, Mr. Simpson asks, 

** Do not these declarations naturally 


present the idea, that Jesus will conti- 
nue that guidance and instruction to his 


apostles, alter he ascends to the Father, P 


which he imparted to them while they 
were his associaies on earth?’ 324. 
That guidance and instruction 
he accordingly continued, In 
what manner, we learn from John 
xiv. 26,—*' the comforter [guide] 
which is the Holy Spirit, whom 
the Father will send in my name, 
he shall teach you all things, and 
bring all things to your remem. 
brance, whatsoever I have said 
unto you.” This text is the key 





* Mon. Rep. Vol. viii. p. 682. 
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to the 18th verse of the chapter, 
‘* ] will not leave you comfortless, 
I will come unto you.” But no- 
thing, we confess, is more unsa. 
tisfactory to us than Mr. Simp. 
son’s attempt to sbew that Jesus 
Christ was himself the Paraclete, 
The excellent author seems here, 
asin an instance already pointed 
out, to have forgotten that an in. 
telligent agent may well be said to 
do whatever is done at his request, 
or by virtue of powers which he 
in any way imparts. Against the 
notion that * Jesus himself was 
the Paraclete”” we take the fol. 
lowing passages to be decisive: 
John xiv. 16, ‘I will pray the 
Father, and he shall give you 
another comforter [guide] ;” 26 
verse, —‘“‘the guide, whom the 
Father will send in my name.” 

** The peculiarities of the Gospel 
according te John,”’ are jidicious- 
ly illustrated in the seventeenth 
Essay; being considered under 
the heads of his style, his selection 
of materials, and such appropriate 
circumstances relating to the 
writer as would naturally produce 
these distinctive traits: an ¢x@~ 
mination follows of the evidence 
such coincidences afford of the 
truth and authenticity of his Gos- 
el. 

In the eighteenth, which is the 
concluding, Essay, we have re- 
marks on the use of a particle in the 
Hebrew scriptures, and of a eor- 
responding one in the Greek scrip- 
tures, which are generally render- 
ed by the word and in the English 
language. It is accurate and 
instructive, and may serve as @ 
model of that investigation re- 
specting other instances of Hebraic 
Greek in the New Testament 
which Mr. Simpson recommends. 
On looking back omce more 




















































upon these several Essays, we are 
persuaded that the author will 
obtain no mean tank among the 
writers who have exemplified and 
attempted to extend the advan. 
tages of scriptural criticism, In an 
age and country not particularly 
distinguished by this study. There 
are other pursuits which conduct 
more surely to wealth, populari. 
ty and power: and in the esta- 
biished church, and even among 
that class of Protestant dissenters 
who breathe the air of Christian 
liberty, instances are compara- 
tively few of men devoting much 
of their time and attention to an 
investigation of the sacred volume. 
The memory of Mr. Simpson, in 
every view honourable, will be 
had in grateful remembrance for 
the labours which we have been 
reviewing, and which, alas! he 
can neither continue nor revise. 
Such labours bespeak a different 
and superior exercise of the powers 
of the mind to what is shewn by 
the mere lexicographer and the 
framer of concordances, We 
admire in the first place such of 
Mr. Simpson’s Essays as may be 
styled grammatical, then those on 
detached passages of scripture, 
next that on the titles of Jesus 
Christ, and in the lowest degree 
the respective Essays on future 
punishments, the existence of an 
evil spirit, and the nature of in- 
telligent angels—although we al- 
low to these three last great general 
merit. If, as we hope, a second 
edition of these volumes he requir. 
ed, we take the liberty of sug- 
gesting this arrangement to the 
author’s representatives, 

As the natural effect of the un- 
dertaking in which we are now en- 
gaged, we have of late employed 
eur thoughts repeatedly upon the 
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interesting subjects that occupy 
the bulk of the former volume, 
Nor have we been lightly impress. 
ed by the decision with which some 
other writers express themselves 
concerning the nature and dura. 
tion of the future punishment of 
the wicked. Thus, our corre. 
spondent J. S.in pp. 640—644 of 
the present volume, says, ** what 
this punishment will be the scrip- 
tures have explained in such a 
variety of passages through the 
whole of the New Testament, that 
it may be justly questioned, whe. 
ther there be any truth more 
clearly or repeatedly declared, or 
more forcibly inculcated, than 
that the punishment of the wicked 
will be loss of life, death, utter 
perdition, everlasting destruction, 
the second death. This, when 
contrasted with immortality and 
everlasting life, seems as plain and 
strong as language can possibly 
make it.”? But surely this gen. 
tleman’s confidence in favour of 
the annihilation-scheme, will be 
somewhat abated, when we remind 
him that the believer in eternal 
torments lays as great and, for 
ought we know, as )USt a stress on 
the words everlasting punishment 
in proof of thisopinion as J. S. or 
any other person does in proof of 
the absolute destruction of impe- 
nitent transgressors, We are not 
here defending one of these tenets, 
and opposing the other; we are 
shewing that the controversy is to 
be determined, if determined at 
all, by additional and better evi- 
dence, and that our correspondent 
(in whose letter there is much 
which commands our approbation) 
should not be so very positive in 
a case which must be matter of in- 
ference rather than of revelation. 
In regard to the existence of an 
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evil spirit, we suspect that the 
Satan of the vulgar creed is a very 
different being from the Satan 
(whether allegorical or real) of the 
Bible:—and as to the remaining 
topic, we perceive that Michaelis* 
distinguishes between ‘the bibli. 
cal”? and “the Jewish doctrine of 
angels.” This distinction we take 
to be well founded: an inquiry 
into the extent of it, might be not 
a little advantageous to persons 
studying the scriptures. 

It remains to lay before our 
readers a few observations on the 
proper method of classing texts in 
Essays which have for their object 
the elucidation of the Bible. 

We prefer the analytical method 
of studying the sacred pages. This 
is the only legitimate and efficient 
mode of investigating truth. On 
the other hand, if it be our pur. 
pose to teach acknowledged prin- 
ciples, to unfold their evidence, 
and to illustrate their importance 
and application, the synthetic 
manner of instruction has superior 
advantages. 

The natural and the fairest way 
of arranging passages of scripture 
that we consider as bearing upon 
points in respect of which the 
Christian world is not agreed, 
would be to set them down in the 
order in which they are found ; 
with references to parallel texts. 
Such a catalogue being completed, 
remarks upon the articles of it, 
with the view of explaining them, 
would be very admissible and 
proper. By this means they 
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would be seen in their simple form 
rather than as composing or sup. 
porting a system. Proceeding in 
this direction, we should avoid 
numerous divisions and subdivi- 
sions, as well as the apparent ne. 
cessity of accommodating our 
chapters, our sections, and our 
rules of interpretation to a pre. 
conceived hypothesis, The pro. 
bability, too, of any reader's 
adopting implicitly a classification 
prepared for him would thus be 
lessened. Classification usually 
supposes that we are masters, in 
a great degree, of the science 
where we employ it: yet learners 
must attend to many individual 
objects, before they venture upon 
general conclusions; and upon 
some of the topics treated of in 
the above volumes the ablest and 
best.informed theologians, we pre- 
sume, must still be /earners. 

While, therefore, we express 
our humble approbation of Mr. 
Simpson’s diligence, skill and 
knowledge, while we admire the 
perspicuity with which he writes, 
and, most of all, the candour and 
mildness of his spirit, so worthy 
of “a disciple whom Jesus loved,” 
we cannot but wish that in a// his 
Essays (as in those of them which 
discuss single texts) he had ex- 
hibited specimens of that method of 
analysis which theological inquiry 
demands, and which in Ais bands 
would have been a mighty instru. 
ment of overthrowing error and of 
upholding and extending the em. 
pire of truth. 





* Introduction to New Testament (1801), Vol, iv. 208. 
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Flushing, on the Methodist ex 

commupication at 34, S01 
Foc, Danicl Dc, an Universalist 657 
Foruttiam, Mr. on the Clevical 

Character 377 
Forerunner of Professer Marsh 127 
Form of prayer drawn up by Henry 

Vil. tor the Royal ‘louch, 9. 

( Nete.) 2 
Form ot Prayer, Milton on 114 
Forster, Mr Reimbhold, his con- 

nection with ithe Warrington 

Academy 288 
Foster, Thomas, on his expulsion 

by the Quakers 306 
Fox, Mr. his corsespondence with 

Mr. Wakefield a7' 
Fox. W J. his Discourse on the 

Tendency of Unitarianism and 

Calvinism, review of 618 
France, public ailairs of, 76, 147, 

Qlz, 284, 424. 486, 559, Oy1, 

744, 752+ Invasion of, 692 
Frankland, Mr. Mr. Astley on his 

pupils 181 
Franks, the Greeks’ description of 

them 440 
Freach, on their military tactics 

wey 749 
—— sovereigns, their practice of 

the Koyal fouch 6 
Frend, W. E q: his speeches at 

the Unitarian Fund meeting, 

46s. Dre. Milners machinatious 

against O12 
Friends, their doctrine of the Tri 

nity 109, 255, 300, 373, 044 
Fuller, his Good ‘Thoughts for 

Worse ‘limes 455 
Functions, civil and ecclesiastical, 

Milton on, 114 
Fund, Unitarian, see Unitarian 

Fund. 

Funerals of the modern Grecks, 

435, Similar to the Irish ib. 
Funeral Sermon fer Mr. Worthing- 

ton 573 
Future State of Infants 245 

G, 
Gatus on a new edition of Dr. 

Priestley'’s Works 317 
Gandolphy, his Letter to Dr. 

U4 


Marsh, review of 
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Gandolphy, his Second Letter to Dr. 


Marsh, review of 

Gas lights, on lighting Londoa 
with 

Generel Association 6f the Unita. 
rians of Scotland 

General Baptists’ Assembly. 

Gentieman, Rev. Mr. Robert Ro- 
binson's letter to 

Genuineness of the Epistle to the 
iiomans, on the 103+ 397, 

German war, Dr. Marsh on 

Germany, public affairs of 143, 
giv, 284, 423, 487, 559, 
621, UOl, 

Ghosts of Henry VIII. and Charles 
1. conference between 

G. Hl. his account cf the General 
Association of the Unitarians of 
Scotland 

Gibbon, his Account of Christian. 
ity considered, &c, by Mr. M1- 
ner 

Gibbons Dr. ‘on Dr. Watts’s last 
religious opinions 

Gisus, Mr. Silvanus, his obituary 
of the Rev. J, Jones, 551. Mr. 
Maurice on 

Gilbert, Mr. of Northampton 

Gilchrist, Rev. Mr. his speech at 
the Unitarian Fund 

Gilpin's Life of Cranmer 

Gimelli on the royal touch 

D'ivomatt, 
the word 

Gins, the Turkish ghosts 

Girle, Rey, S. obituary of 

Glasgow, Unitarianism at 

————— Unitarian Fund 

GLEANINGS, Prince of Wales 
sp ritualized, 387. A Forerune 
ner of Professor Marsh, 4. Ath. 


355, 


scriptural meaning of 
750, 


anasian Musician, it. Popular 
Preaching, 328. Ruin of Mo- 
narchs, i. No time in the 


Grave, +. Pope Innocent XI, 
390, Quakers. 2. Motive for 
learning the Catechism, i. Mi- 
serable state of the Arabs, 39). 
Fishers of men, t, Royal 
Kounty. “ Much Good 


do you,” 455. Fides Care 
honaria, ib. Antinomiahivm, 
Hicad of a Faction. %. A Hea- 


then’s View of Notional Chris- 
tianity, 519. Boerhaave's Motto 
520. 
Persecution, ib. Reform, a, 
Daniel De Foe an Universalist, 
057. Mahometan Calvinism, 058. 
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A Mou: ning Mother, i/. Ilu- 
minations in Heaven, if. Sen- 
timent fr¢dm Mirabeau, 659. W. 


Penn, ib, Congolation for the 

Afflicted, ils, 
G. L. his obituary of the Rev. W. 

Severn : 550 


Goa, abolition of the Inquisition at 559 
God, on the infinity of si! the at- 
tributes of, 11. On t+ placabi- 
lity of 24 
Godtather, a Mahometan 9 
Goldie, John, of Kilmarnock, in- 


quiry coucerning 24 
Goodbehere, Alderman, his speech 

at the Unitarian Fund 472 
Gospel Recovered, John Gold.e’s 

account of it 24 
Grand Signior, on his power 63. 
Granville, Lord, his opinions 638 
Grattan, Mr. 317 
Greeks, modern state of religion 

amongst 133 
Greenock, Unitarianism at 538 


Gregorian style, 561. (nole,) 
Gregory, Dr. account of, 710. His 
answer to John Smith 711, 73 
——— Thaumaturgus, creed of 7e2 
Griesbach, Mr Jones's remarks on 
466. Dr. Lioyd’s remarks on, 
522, 505. ‘Transiation of his 
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Note on Acts xX. 28 663 
Grievances of the Roman Catholics 

149, 297 
Grosvenor, Dr. B. his library 86 


Groita Ferrata, Greeks of 437 
Grove, Mr on Dr. Watts’s Hy mns 770 


GruN bs, Rev, J.on Unitarianism 
in America 478 
——— Poctical Epistle to 618 
Guadaloupe, cession of 424 
Guide, Scripture the unly, 106, 299 
O50, 738 
H. 
I’s, obituary of Mr. E. Worthing. 
ton 357 
Hackney College, on the remain- 
ing Funds of 180 
Hale, Unitarianism at 57 
Hales, Mr. J. on a motive for 
learnin g the ta echism 200 
Hall, Rev. R. account of him 3 
Hamburgh, proceedings in during 
the wat 350,424, 487 
Hamilton, Unitariani«m ar’ 538 
Hamp-on. his Pocttical EF pis le to 


the Rew ]. Grundy, revewof 618 
Harau, battie of 750 
Hand Bill, on places of worship at 

the West End of the Town 730 
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Handmills, obsérvations on Ose 
Hanley, Mr. Wright's labours at 56 
Hap piness ofa people, Milton on 115 
-——— of a future State, Simp 

son's E say on 606 
Happy Poritan Quotation 592 
Hapsburg, House of, endowed with | 

the power of the Royal fouch 6 
Harlow Resolutious and P tivion = 917 
Hastings, Lady Ann 5 


Hawkins, Sir John, his account of 


Mr, Dyer 4 
Haynes, M: Hopton 515 
Head of a Faction 455 


Heapfold, Mr. Wright's lecture at 5s 
Heart. scrip! ural use of the word 32) 
Heathen's Vi icw of National Chris 





tianity 519 
Heathens, their corruptions of 
Christianity 193 
Heaven, Iiluminations in, 658 Mr. 
Simpson's Fasay on the word USO 
Hebrew, Dr, ‘Laylor’s mode of 
teaching 87 
remarks on 426 
——— Concordance, Dr. Taylor's 3 
Hebrews, criticisms on 123 
Henry Il. his practice of the Royal 
Touch 7 
Henry Ill, his practice of the 
Royal Touch 7 
Henry VII. his improvement in the 
practice of the Royal Touch . 


Henry Vill, his practice of the 
Royal Touch for the King's evil, 
10. His effectual cure of the 
Pope's evil, 11- Anecdotes of 
i40. Conference between the 
Ghost of, and Charles I. 357 
Hercules in a course of physic 738 
Heretics converted by Henry VII. 10 
— Milton on, 115. Catho- 
lics deny the doctrine of perse 





cuting, 157 
Heroine, reflections of one, on a 
death bed 101 
srg © account of him 45 
liextal, Mr, 2 
Heylyn, Dr. on the Royal Touch 935 
lleywood, Arthur, Esq- 2 
Hierarchy, remarks on 100 
High Commission court 31 
Hindoos, on their conversion, 422. 
Their moral character ib. 
Hirons, Rev. Jabez, obituary of —§ 52 


Historical Account ofthe Warring- 
ton Academy, 1, $6, 101, 220, 
187, 42 7) ‘ 970, 

HISTORY AND BIOGRAPHY, 
l, 53, 161, 221, 285, 425, 561, 
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HebLhouse’s Albania, extract from, 
433, 630 

Hogias of Turkey 035 

Holden, Mr. his report of the 
Kentand Sussex Unitarian Chris- 


tian Association 419 
Holland, declaration of its indepen- 
dence, 750. Parties in 751 
Holland, Rev. Philip, his account 
of Mr. Seddon 291 
his sermons ° “O52 





Holt, Mr. his connection with the 
Warrington Academy 4, 86, 
231. Biography of 576 

Holy Spirit, Mr. Cappe’s remarks 
on the scripture meaning of the 
term 38, 192. Dr.Wattson 772 

Hopkins, Rev. W. Mr. Stone’s 
brief account of 425 

Horsley, Bishop, his controversy 
with Dr. Priestley 173, 240, 
204, 383, 450, 593, 723 

Horsley, Rev. H. Mr. Belsham’s 
Reply to 172, 240, 294, 383, 


4 rt, 583, 723 
Horsley’s Sermons, review of 332 
Howard the Philanthropist, anec- 

dote of 754 


Hughes, his Sermon on the Titles 
and Attributes of God, review of 273 
Hume and Mrs. Hannah More 107 
his death bed 33, 107 
Humility, J. C. on 589 
Hungary, Kings of, their wonderful 
powers of healing 
Huntingdon, Lady, anecdotes of her 48 
-~- W original letter from, 
tothe Rev. Mr, Parsons 706 
Hyde, Mr. Wrights preaching at = 57 
Hymn, criticism on the word 43, 
An Universal Unitarian 183. 
Sung after the Funeral Sermon 
for Mr. Bealey 760 
Nymns of Dr. Watts, remarks on 770 
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Idiot», Bishop Horsley's rendering 
of the word. 243 
Ianotus on the Future State of 
Infants 245 
Illuminations in London, disgrace- 
ful conduct of the populace at 
486. Of the Turkish Mosques 
at Ramazan 635. In Heaver 658 
Miustrations of Scripture, 196. (See 
Biblical Criticism.) 
Images of the modern Greeks 439 








Imaums of Turkcy 034 

Immoralities, political, on the ne- 
cessity of preaching against 379 

Important Questions, Watts's 772 


VOL, VIII. 5 N 


Improved Version of the New Tes- 


tament, remarks on 459. De- 
fence of it in reply to Dr, Magee 
490. A Subscriber on 710 
India Company, see East India 
Company 
Individuality in a future state, re- 
remarks on 736 


Indwelling scheme, remarks on 709 
Infallibility, Dr. Marsh on the 


claim to 676 
Infanticide, remarks on 313 
Infants, on the future state of 245 
Infirmities of the Dean of Carlisle, 

Marsh's observations on 787 
Informer against the clergy, remarks 

on 752 
Innocent XI, Pope 390 
Inquisition in Spain, discussion on 

it 148, 283, 354, 555, 623 


INTELLIGENCE 55, 131, 214, 

274, 348, 414, 468, 535, 684, 744 
Intercession, criticism on the word 497 
Interpretation of scripture, Mr. 

Cappe's remarks on 40, 192 
I. P. on Unitarian Associations 246 
Ireland, proceedings on the Catho- 

lic question in 79, 421, 555, 690 
Irish Funerals 435. Similar to the 


modern Greeks 436 
Irish Unitarians, Dr. Bruce on the 

article 515 
Irish Protestants, their liberality 33 
Irregularity, Milton on 115 


Islamism, see Mahometanism 
Isracl, Moses Mendelssohn's con- 


nection with 222 
Istamboul Effendi of Turkey 634 
Italy, public affairs of 738 
Ivimey, Mr. his conduct to the 

Dissenting ministers 342 


I, W. his Memoir relating to Kirk. 
stead 81. His account of a curi- 


ous baptism 245 
J. 

Jacobi, his controversy with Men- 

delssohn 225 
Jacomb, Mr. 566 
James, Epistle of, criticisms on 123 
James I. bis practice of the royal 

touch g2 
James II, his practice of the royal 

touch 232 
J.C. on Humility 589 
Jebb, Dr, 531 
Jennings, Dr. his Funeral Sermon 

on Dr. Watts 722 


Jennines, Mr. on Mr. Wright's 
Letter on Free Communion 591. 
Mr. Wright's answer to 648 
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Jerome, Bishop Horsley’s quotation 
from 450, 

Jervis, Mr. his intended Speech on 
the Catholic Question 

Jesus Christ, Cappe on the miracu- 
lous birh of 37, 158. His spi- 
ritual supremacy, 98. Spiritual 
creation ascribed to, and not nia- 
terial 500. On the resurrection 
of the body of 737. Creation 
by moral not natural 756. Dr. 
Watts on 773. Dr. Gregory on 
the conception of 754. On the 
power given to tb, 

sews, a knowle: ge of their opinions 
and habits necessary to the in- 
terpretation of scripture 41. On 
their use of music 124. Mr, Cap- 
pe’s remarks on them 188. Re- 
marks on 226. Society for their 
conversion 283. J. 1. on their 
conversion 590. Society for the 
conversion of 

J. F. his account of the Anniversary 
Meeting of the Southern Unita- 
rian Society ; 

J. H. on a passage in Mr. Wright's 
Journal 249. Mr. Wright's reply 
to 568 

J. H. B. his report of the Dudley 
Double Lecture 418. Account 
of the meeting of the Warwick- 
shire Unitarian Tract Society 

J. 1. on the conversion of the Jews 

J. I's criticism on Acts iv. 8. 

Johns, Mr. his reply to Mr. Riles 

Johnson's Life of Watts 

Johns's Importance of the Scriptures 
review of 

Jones, Jeremiah, on the Epistle of 
Barnabas 

Jones, Mr. John, on Wakefield's 
transiation of Acts xx. 28, 406. 
Dr. Lloyd's answer to 521, 595 
His vindication of the common 
Greek Text in Acts xx. 28, 

Jones, Rev, J. obituary of 551. 
Mr. Maurice on 

Journal of Mr. Wright, on an error 
in it, 249. J. H. on a passage 
in 589 

Joyce, Rev. J.J. his speech at the 
Unitarian Fund, 469, iHlis Me- 
moir of the Rev. Hugh Wor- 
thington 561 

2. P. his account of the Lincoln- 
shire and Cambridgeshire Unita- 
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rian Association 542 
J. S. on Future Punishment 640 
Remarks on 797 


INDEX, 


J. T. C. his conjectural emendation 
of John iii. 5 190 
J. 'T. E. his criticism on Phil. ii. 5--9 195 


616 Justification, Dr. Taylor’s theory 


of a two-fold sense of the word 3 
Justin Martyr, account of, 46a. 
Account of the Christians in his 
time /. 
K. 
Kay, Mr. Mr. Wright's error res- 
pecting, 249 
Keith, George, account of, (note.) 646 
Kendal, Mr. Wright's labours at 61, 249 
Kent, discussion of the Catholic 
Question in 145 
Kent and Sussex Unitarian Chris- 
tian Association, 419. Its Re- 


solutions on the Trinity Bill 747 
Kibworth, Dr. Aikin's school at 

164. His pupils at Q53 
Kilmarnock, John Goldie of 2¢ 


Kilwinning, Unitarianism at 538 

King, Mr. his conduct towards Mr. 
Jones 

King's evil, Richards's History of 
the Royal Touch for 5, 91, 232, 363 


039 


Kingsley, state of Unitarianism at 56 
King’s Primitive Church 670 
Kioprili Mustapha Pasha, his an- 
swer to a Seych, (note.) 637 
Kippis, .Dr. his account of Lord 
Granville 638 
Kirk of Scotland, remarks on it 492¢ 
Kirkby Lonsdale, Mr. Wright's la- 
bours at o1 
Kirkby Whiske, rectory of 50 
Kircaldy, Unitarianism at $38 
Kirkstead, Lincolnshire, 3. Me- 
moir relating to 81 
Knight, Dr, on the Articles 373 
Knighton on John Wickliff 327 
Knutsford, Unitarianism at 56 


Koinonos on a General Associa- 
tion of Unitarians, remarkson 24 

Koran, remarks on it, 632. Ex- 
tract from, (note ) 633 

Kremlin of Moscow, Buonaparte's 


possession of it 76 
Kucios, Criticism on the word, 

393, 466, 522, 596, 670 

L. 

Labourers in the vineyard, criticism 

on the parable of 456 
Laity, remarks on the term 420. 

And clergy, not distinct in Tur- 

key 635 
Lanark, Unitarianism at 538 


Lancashire, state of the county in 
1758, (note) & 
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Lancashire, Mr. Wright's mission- 
ary tour into, 57. Unitarian- 
ism in 193, 249 

Language of scripture, Mr. Cap- 
pe's remarks on, 39, 158. Simp- 
son's Essays on 600, 677) 792 

Lardner, Dr. anecdotes of 328. On 
the gospel of Luke 495. On 
Amnmianus Marcellinus’s view of 
Christianity, 519. On Dr. 
Watts’s last religious opinions 
534, 633. On his testimony to 
Dr. Waits’s last religious opin- 
ions 715, 769 


Lavater, his dedication to Men- 
delssohn 224 

Law, Dr. on criticism 257 

Law, the Divine, Milton on 115 


Laws, religious penal 33. Penal 
against the Roman Catholics 150, 232 
L.C. onthe use of vocal and in- 
strumental music in public wor - 
ship 41, 116, 400, 668 
L. C’s obituary of Mr. John Cross 619 
Lectures, Dr. Taylor's, at the 
Warrington Academy 87. Dr. 
Aikin's, 166. Dr, Pricstley's 228. 
To the young, remarks on, 568. 


(note.) Mrs Bealey’s 757 
Lec, J. Esq. his account of a debate 
in parliament 197 


Legislator, Christ the only spiritual 99 
Leibnitz, his correspondence with 





Bossuet 160 
on Mahometanism, 631 
Leicester, proceedings at, for pee 
titioning for peace 64 
Leipsic, battle of 749 
L’Enfant, M. 583 
Lenthall, Sir John 503 
Lessing, his acquaintance with Men- 
delssohn 223, 226 
Letter to Mr. W. Cobbett, review 
of 619 
Letier from the Unitarians of Ply- 
mouth to Mr, W. Smith 685 


Liberty of Conscience and of Per- 
son, Miltonon 115. Religious, 
review of Aspland’s Vindication 
of 201, Of conscience, remarks 
on the phrase 731 

Library of the Warrington Academy 86 

Licences for chapels, remarks on 558 

Life of Moses Mendelssohn, 221. 

See Biography 

Lincolnshire and Cambridgeshire 
Unitarian Association 542 

Lindsay, his Sermon on the In- 
fluence of Relgious Knowledge, 
review of 412 

Lindsey, Belsham's Memoirs of, 


Strictures on, 18, 37. Review 


of 47, 197, 333%, 529 
Lindsey, Mr. Archdeacon Black- 

burne’s Letter to 23 
Lindsey, Mrs, 50 
List of the Prisoners in the Upper 

Bench, &e in 1653, 503 


Lirrie, Mr. his extract from an 

old Scottish Confession of Faith 254 
Liturgi s, slight ditierence between 

the Romish and English 10 (nete) 
Lirurcrus on a Hand Bill re. 

specting places of worship at the 


West End of the Town 780 
Liturgy, Simeon on the 266. The 

Liverpool 626 
——., plan of a scriptural 780 
Liverpool, Unitarianism at 57 
Liverpool, Earl of, on the Catholic 

Question 101 
Liverpool Liturgy, account of it 626 
Livy, remarks on 492 


LiueyD, Dr. his answer to Mr. 
Jones, 521, 595. Translation of 
Griesbach’s Note on Acts xx. 28, 
663—068 

Loan of twenty-seven millions, re- 
marks on it 423 

Locke, John, Milners remarks on 
his theological writings 15. On 
his religious opinions 516 

London, discussion of the Catholic 
Question in 145 

Lord, Rev. W. obituary of 347 

Lord’s supper, on free communion 
at the 31, 252, 501, 648 

Love, translation of Schiller on 626 

Lovel, Christopher, touched for the 
evil by the Pretender 233 

Lowdell, Mr. S. remarks on Mr. 
Evons’s Funeral sermon for * $a 


Lowth on Christianity 203 
Lucian on the Christians 464 
Luddites, proceedings of govern- 
ment towards them 80 
Luke, on the disputed chapters of 492 
Lutzen, battle o 356 


Lynn, Henry Vilth’s practice of 
the royal touch at 10. Account 
of the Dumb Doctor of, 235, (note) 


M. 

Macaulay on Queen Elizabeth 732 
Madge, Mr. quere to 710 
Madge's Sermon on the free grace 

of God, review of 343 
Madri:!, on the formation of an 

Auxiliary Bible Society at 623 
Magee, Dr. Reply to 489 
Mahomet, observations on 632 
Mehometan Calvinism bse 
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Mahometanism, present state of, 
in Turkey 630 
Maimonides, Mendelssohn's study of 221 
Maltby, Dr. on the Bible Society 330 
Manchester, Unitarianism at = 59, 132 
Manchester College, York, report of 
215. Annual examination of the 
students at 480 
Manchester Quarterly Meeting 
. Gi, 275, 636 
Mawnine, Mr. on Dr Benson's 
letter to Mr. ‘Towgood 44 
Manning’s Sermons, review of 404 
Maw, Kev. Me 278. On the 
letter concerning Mr. J. Coven 
try 344 
Manvecripts of Dr. Watts, remarks 


on them 7 16, 720, 709, 773 
Marat, his connection with the War- 
rington Academy, 578. Biogra- 
phical anecdotes of (noie) ib. 
Marcion, account of 403 
Markham, Dr. 200 
Marsh, Prolessor, on the Bible So- 
ciety 329 
—————-———— Milner’s Reply to 


boy, 090 
Marsh's Lectures, Pare HL. review 


of 673 
——--—= Letter to Gandolphy, re- 

view of 205 
————<« Reply to the Rev. Isaac 

Milner, review of 987 
Mary, Queen, her practice of the 

royul touch 92 
Mathematicians, European, at Pe- 

kin 63 
Matthew, on the disputed chapters 

of 492 
Maty's Review, extract from o4 


Maunice, Rev. Mr. Mr. Gibbs's 
account of, 554. Ona passage 
in the obitwary of Mr. Jones 639 
Medecis, Mary de 358 
Melville. Lord, his conference with 
royally respecting the Catholics 410 
Mc moir ielating to Kirksteod $1 
of the Rev. Hugh Worth- 
ington, 661 Of Dr Caleb Ash- 
worth, 693. Of the Rev. Joseph 
Bealey, 755—see Biography. 
Mendelssohn, Moses, sketch of the 
lite, writings, and charackkr of 221 
Mercurius Politicus, extract from it 





respecting the royal touch Q4 
Mercerius Publicus for 166), cx- 

tract» trom it 94 
Meredith, Sir William 197 


Merivale, Rev. Mr. his letter con- 
cerning Dr. Watts, 553, 714, 717, 769 


Merrick’s version of the Soth 


Psalm 638 
Messenger from the dead, extract 

from 347, 502 
Methodist excommunication at 

Flushing 34, 301 


Mexico, public affairs of 
78, 284, 488, 559 
M. H. on the reflections on a death- 


bed 101 
———— on death bed repentance 303 
————= on monuments in dissenting 

places of worship 365 


———— on the Soticty for the con- 
version of the Jews, 644. On 
the Dissenting Minister's com- 
plaint 702 

Michaelis on the Aithiopic version 595 

Middleton, Dr. on the Aithiopic 


version ib. 
Milky Way, immense number of 
stars in 13 
Millers. remarks on bAQ 
Mills, Rev. John, obituary of 743 
Milner, Rev. Joseph, account ofa 
publication of his 14 
Milner's Reply to the Rev. Dr. 
Marsh, review of 600, 690 


MILTON on Acts of Grace, 23. 
Books, ib. € Calvin, tb. On 
Catholic Faith, ib, On Roman 
Catholics, ib. On chaplains, 20. 
On charity, ib. On a national 
church, ib, Onthe clergy, 30. 
On the Common Prayer Book, 3}. 
On consience, ib. On royal 
conscience, ib. On the emperor 
Constantine ib. OQOncreeds ih 
On civil and ecclesiastical fune- 
tions, 114. On temuie 60- 
ciety, ib. On the fathers, ib. 
On form of prayer, ib. Happi- 
ness of a people, 115. On here- 
tic, ib. On irregularity, ib, On 
the divine law, ib. On liberty 
of conscience. ib. On liberty of 
person, ib. On popular preach- 
ing and pulpit training, 325. On 
petitioning, 388. On plain writ- 
ing and preaching, ib On Paul, 
ib. Protestant persecution the 
worst ofall, ib. On Mr. Prynn, 
389. On reformation, ib. On 
reason, ib. On sectaries, ib, On 
Selden, ib. On the sabbath, 
653. On schism, ib. On self- 
confidence, 655. On truth, ib. 
On toleration, ib. Not boma 
translator, 656. On the usurpa- 
tion of kings, ib. On wives, 657 
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Mind, on the mode"of its existence 736 
Ministers, Unitarian, remarks on, 
25. Mr. ‘Taylor's remarks on, 
1684. Presbyterian, 185, 37). 


On Dissenting 966, 593, 762 
Mirabeau, seutiment from 658 
Miraculous cures by the corpse of 

St. Milburg 361 


MISCELLANEOUS COMMU- 
NICATIONS, 11, 96, 172, 240, 
294, 357, 442, 489, 579, 637, 
706, 762 

Miserable state of the Arabs 391 

Misquotation from Mr, Aspland's 
correspondence with Mr. Webley 364 

Mission of Mr. Wright in the north- 
west 55, 131, 249 

Missions in India, intelligence on 216 

Mitchell, Rev. Mr. his speech at 
Leicester 65 

MocGuinges, J. H. on the re- 
maining funds of the Hackney 
College 180 

Molanus on an union between the 
Catholic and Protestant churches 160 


Mollahs of Turkey 634 
Monasteries of the modern Greeks 436 
Monks. modern Greck 37 
Monthly Magazine, extract from 236 
Monton, Unitarianism at 60 
Monument of Henry VIIL. at Wind- 

sor, plan of it 504 


Monumeate in Dissenting places of 
worship 365 
More, Dr. Henry, his account of 
Socinians 16 
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